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Joanne Durann is the Publisher and CEO of Durann 
Durann Entertainment Group. A former actress and 
singer with a lifelong passion for sports, music, and 
local culture, she transitioned into journalism after a 
successful career in education. Over her writing career, 
she has contributed to outlets such as Yahoo.com, The 
Examiner, AXS, and Out On The Town Magazine, 
authored multiple books, and conducted high-profile 
interviews with figures like Geoff Tate, Mark Daly, Rudy 
Sarzo, and Mrs. America. Beyond publishing, Joanne is a 
licensed real estate professional, holds a certification in 
Negotiations from the University of Michigan, and is 
actively involved in community organizations. 

Meet the Team:

Trish Stoecker   Managing Editor

The dedicated team behind Tampa Bay Sports & Entertainment Magazine works tirelessly to bring 
the energy of local sports, live music, and community events to readers across the Greater Tampa 
Bay area.

Trish Stoecker leads editorial operations as the Managing Editor, ensuring high editorial standards, 
curating engaging features for every issue, and bringing those stories to life visually and in print.

Phil Stoecker serves as a staff writer and photographer, capturing local game highlights, 
entertainment events, great vacation spots,  and entertainment profiles.

On the business development front, Howard Durann drives growth as a sales and marketing 
executive, building vital community partnerships and expanding the magazine's regional reach. 
Together, their collective expertise ensures the publication remains a top destination for sports fans 
and culture enthusiasts throughout the region.



November Holidays
Native American Heritage Month

*****While we strive to ensure that all team statistics, game schedules, concert dates, venue information, 
ticketing details, and general reporting are accurate at the time of publication, event details in the sports and 
entertainment industries are subject to rapid change. The Magazine makes no representations, warranties, or 
guarantees, express or implied, regarding the completeness, accuracy, reliability, or timeliness of any information 
provided. Any reliance you place on such information is strictly at your own risk. ****

November 1 Daylight Savings Time
All Saints Day/Day of the Dead

November 3 Election Day

November 11 Veterans Day

November 19 Great American Smokeout

November 26 Thanksgiving

November 27 Black Friday

November 28 Small Business Saturday

November  30 Cyber Monday / National Mason Jar 
Day



“Stay Wild - Sleep Riverside” 
Getaway 

Hyatt Regency Jacksonville Riverfront, an upscale hotel located
in the heart of downtown on the St. Johns River and next to the scenic 
Main Street Bridge, announces its  “Stay Wild - Sleep Riverside” package, 
inviting families to combine a riverfront getaway with an adventure at the 
Jacksonville Zoo and Botanical Gardens.

“We’re excited to offer guests a fun way to experience Jacksonville with 
the whole family,” said Kate DeMaster, Director of Sales and Marketing at 
Hyatt Regency Jacksonville Riverfront. 

“By pairing a riverfront stay with a visit to the Jacksonville Zoo and 
Botanical Gardens, we’re making it easier for families to experience more 
of what the area has to offer while spending quality time together.”

The “Stay Wild – Sleep Riverside” turns a family getaway into a zoo 
adventure. Each registered guest receives General Admission to the 
Jacksonville Zoo and Botanical Gardens, where families can spend the
day exploring wildlife and botanical exhibits before returning to the hotel 
for a relaxing riverfront stay. 

A zoo-inspired welcome treat and additional hotel perks add to the 
experience, making it simple to pair a day of discovery with time to unwind 
together.



Located along the St. Johns River in downtown Jacksonville, Hyatt Regency Jacksonville 
Riverfront offers families a welcoming place to unwind between adventures, with spacious guest 
rooms, a rooftop pool overlooking the city skyline, and on-site dining at SHOR Seafood Grill and 
Tavern.

 Nearby family-friendly attractions include Riverfront Plaza Playground and the pirate ship-
themed playground at Friendship Fountain.  Families can also explore children’s programming at 
the downtown Main Library or take a short drive to the Cummer Museum of Art &amp; Gardens.
To book the “Stay Wild - Sleep Riverside” package at Hyatt Regency Jacksonville Riverfront, 
guests can visit hyattregencyjacksonville.com, click the “Exclusive Offers” tab, and select the 
promotion, or call (904) 588-1234. The package is valid for stays between October 10, 2026, and 
May 1, 2027, and must be booked by May 1, 2027, using offer code 89935.

Situated in the heart of downtown Jacksonville Riverfront, right next to the Main Street Bridge, 
Hyatt Regency Jacksonville is a premier downtown getaway in Northeast Florida.  The hotel 
features 951 spacious guestrooms and luxury suites with sweeping city views.  Guests can 
enjoy a rooftop pool and 24-hour StayFit gym that provide aerial views of downtown. 

On-site restaurants include five-course dining at Morton’s The Steakhouse, fresh seafood and 
southern-inspired dishes at SHOR Seafood Grill, craft cocktails and gourmet snacks at Tavern, 
and grab-and-go options at the 24-hour Market.

Guests have easy access by land or sea to world-class museums, theaters, and national 
sporting events at TIAA Bank Field, Vystar Memorial Arena, and 121 Financial Ballpark. For 
more information, please visit hyattregencyjacksonville.com, or call (904) 588-1234.
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Mon, Nov 2 7:00 PM Pinellas County All County Chorus

Fri, Nov 6 8:00 PM The Phil Collins Story

Sun, Nov 8 2:00 PM The Florida Orchestra: Ginastera’s Harp Concerto

Tue, Nov 10 7:00 PM Neil Berg’s 50 Years of Rock & Roll (The 70s)

Thu, Nov 12 7:00 PM Brad Williams: The Tall Tales Tour

Fri, Nov 13 8:00 PM Jim Henson’s Labyrinth: In Concert

Sat, Nov 14 8:00 PM Floyd Nation

Sun, Nov 15 7:00 PM A Charlie Brown Christmas: Live on Stage

Thu, Nov 19 7:00 PM Lindsey Stirling & Arkai

Fri, Nov 20 8:00 PM Blue October with Jess Woodland

Sat, Nov 21 8:00 PM Air Supply

Sun, Nov 22 7:00 PM Derek Hough

Tue, Nov 24 7:30 PM Stray Cats

Mon, Nov 30 8:00 PM
Home for the Holidays: Sheena Easton, All-4-One, Ruben Studdard 

& Lindsey Webster





The Spirit of Radio Returns: Rush Brings the Fifty 
Something Tour to Tampa for Two Nights

Benchmark International Arena hosts Geddy Lee and Alex Lifeson on November 9 
and 11 — the band's first tour in 11 years, and a celebration of the music and the 
memory of Neil Peart.

For a decade, it existed only in the past tense.  Rush — the Canadian trio whose 
precision and ambition rewrote what a rock band could do — played its final show 
on August 1, 2015, closing the R40 tour at the Forum in Los Angeles.  When 
drummer and lyricist Neil Peart died on January 7, 2020, at 67, after a battle with 
glioblastoma, the story seemed permanently finished.  Geddy Lee and Alex Lifeson 
had said as much themselves: no Neil, no Rush.

Then came October 2025, and one of the great surprises in recent rock history.  Lee 
and Lifeson announced they would tour again in 2026 — the Fifty Something Tour, a 
celebration of more than five decades of Rush music and of Peart's life.  The 
response overwhelmed even the band.  The first dates sold out immediately, and 
what began as a limited run has grown into 58 shows across 24 cities in 2026, with 
more than half a million tickets sold and an international leg of 26 dates in 13 
countries already announced for early 2027.

Tampa gets two of those nights: Monday, November 9, and Wednesday, November 
11, at Benchmark International Arena, the Tampa Bay Lightning’s downtown home.  
Both shows start at 7:30 p.m.



The tour opened on June 7 at the Kia Forum in Inglewood, California — the same 
building where the R40 tour ended in 2015 — and Lee has framed the whole 
enterprise plainly: a chance "to pay tribute to our past and to Neil" by performing 
a vast selection of Rush songs in the cities the band hasn't played in far too long.
Filling the most scrutinized drum chair in rock is Anika Nilles, the German 
drummer, composer, and producer who played more than 60 shows behind Jeff 
Beck and has released four solo albums.  Keyboardist Loren Gold — a veteran of 
The Who and Roger Daltrey's bands — rounds out the lineup, freeing Lee from 
splitting his attention between bass, vocals, and keyboards.

These are "evening with" performances: two full sets, built from a working catalog 
of more than 35 songs that rotate from night to night.  Fans who caught early 
stops have heard complete album sides — the first side of 2112, the first side of 
Moving Pictures — alongside staples like "Tom Sawyer," "Limelight," "Xanadu," 
and "Closer to the Heart," with tribute moments to Peart woven through both 
sets.  Lee and Lifeson, both 73, rehearsed roughly 40 songs, so each city gets its 
own version of the band.  That means the two Tampa shows will not be at the 
same concert twice. 



Rush, inducted into the Rock & Roll Hall of Fame in 2013, built one of music’s 
most devoted followings without ever chasing radio fashion.  Tampa Bay's classic-
rock audience has waited 11 years for a chance most had stopped expecting.  
Two arena nights in a single week, in the middle of downtown, attached to the 
biggest rock story of the year: this is as close to a sure thing as the fall concert 
calendar gets.

I first heard RUSH in ninth grade when Mike Fenton put his headphones on my 
ears and said I really had to listen to these guys. It opened my eyes to who this 
band was and what an amazing act they are. It only grew stronger when I met and 
married my husband, Howard, who is a complete RUSH fan and a drummer who 
loves to play Neil Peart’s work.

Over the years, we have seen RUSH more times than I can count, taking our kids 
to countless shows as they grew up and bringing RUSH’s music to the next 
generation.  Howard has seen RUSH 61 times, and now we're taking it on the road 
and seeing them in other venues.  Don’t be surprised to see all age groups and all 
types of people at the show, as RUSH transcends time and date.

If you go: RUSH: Fifty Something — Mon November 9 & Wed November 11, 2026, 
7:30 p.m., Benchmark International Arena, 401 Channelside Dr, Tampa.  Tickets 
are on sale now through Ticketmaster.







Event dates, times, and lineups may be adjusted without notice. Before 
finalizing any plans, it is advisable to change. We recommend checking the 
venue's official website or reach out to its box office directly to confirm the 
latest schedule details before making plans.

Sun, Nov 1 7:30 PM The Carpenters Songbook: A 
Live Celebration

Fri, Nov 6 8:00 PM Classic Albums Live: AC/DC 
– Highway to Hell

Sat, Nov 7 6:00 PM Pinellas County All County 
Chorus

Sun, Nov 8 7:30 PM Emo Orchestra featuring The 
Spill Canvas

Wed, Nov 11 8:00 PM Paula Cole: THIS FIRE: 30

Sat, Nov 14 8:00 PM Here Come the Mummies

Thu, Nov 19 7:30 PM Russ Taff & Steve Taylor

Fri, Nov 20 8:00 PM Marty Stuart and His 
Fabulous Superlatives

Sat, Nov 21 8:00 PM An Evening with John Cusack

Mon, Nov 23 8:00 PM AJ McLean of Backstreet 
Boys: The Better Man Tour







Thu, Nov 5
Christone “Kingfish” 
Ingram, The Hard Road 
Tour

Ticketmaster

Fri, Nov 6 Trap Karaoke Trap Karaoke

Sat, Nov 7 La Mansion del Perreo Eventbrite

Thu, Nov 12
Bowling for Soup, Hey! 
Let’s Be Friends The 
Tour

Ticketmaster

Fri, Nov 13 R&B Only Live R&B Only

Sat, Nov 14 Bryce Alakai, Night 1 
(sold out) Eventim

Sun, Nov 15 Bryce Alakai, Night 2 Eventim

Thu, Nov 19 Matt Maeson, Watch My 
Step: A Solo Experience AXS

Fri, Nov 20 Know Good Presents: 
Against All Odds Tour Eventim

Sat, Nov 21
DragonForce, Inhuman 
Rampage 20th 
Anniversary

Ticketmaster

Sat, Nov 21 SIDEPIECE Disco.ly

Sat, Nov 28 DJ Meredith Marks, YOU. 
CAN. DANCE. Tour AXS
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https://www.ticketmaster.com/event/0D0064D3902E4EDE
https://trapkaraoke.com/events/tampafl-11-6
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/la-mansion-de-perreo-tampa-tickets-2003319389221?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.ticketmaster.com/event/0D0064D23E9380BD
https://tampa.rnbonly.com/
https://wl.eventim.us/event/bryce-alakai/701176?afflky=SunsetEvents
https://wl.eventim.us/event/BRYCE-ALAKAI-/703151?afflky=SunsetEvents
https://www.axs.com/events/1608366/matt-maeson-tickets
https://wl.eventim.us/event/know-good/696237?afflky=SunsetEvents
https://www.ticketmaster.com/event/0D0064B4A2A7939A
https://go.disco.ly/sp1121
https://www.axs.com/events/1607123/dj-meredith-marks-tickets




Box Office: (813) 627-7718
Venue General Info: (800) 745-3000

Event dates, times, and lineups may be adjusted without notice. Before 
finalizing any plans, check the details. We recommend checking the venue's 
official website or contacting its box office directly to confirm the latest 
schedule details before making plans.

Hard Rock Hotel & Casino Tampa   5223 Orient Road

866-388-4263        Tampa,  FL  33610

tel:8136277718
tel:8136277718
tel:8136277718
tel:8007453000
tel:8007453000
tel:8007453000




Choosing the Tuesday after the first Monday in November as America’s national 
federal Election Day is a historical artifact—a legislative compromise shaped by 
horse-and-buggy travel, religious observances, and the agrarian rhythm of the mid-
19th century.

In the early decades of the American Republic, no single national voting day 
existed. Under federal legislation passed in 1792, states were granted a 34-day 
window preceding the first Wednesday in December to hold presidential elections.

This decentralized setup created two major problems as the country expanded:

• Voter Manipulation and Fraud: Without a uniform polling date, partisan 
operatives could track early returns from states that voted in October and 
use that momentum to influence voters in states voting weeks later. 
Furthermore, the staggered schedule allowed individuals to travel across 
state lines to cast illegal ballots in multiple elections.

• The Rise of the Telegraph: By the 1840s, rapid communication via the 
electric telegraph meant election results traveled almost instantaneously. 
The risk of early results swaying late-voting states became an acute 
concern for national political leaders.

To resolve these issues, the 28th Congress passed the Presidential Election Day 
Act, which President John Tyler signed into law on January 23, 1845. The statute 
required all states to appoint presidential electors on a single day: the Tuesday 
after the first Monday in November. 

The History of :



Congress chose this specific formula based on practical considerations of 1840s 
American life:

• Why November? Mid-19th-century America was overwhelmingly rural. Spring 
was reserved for planting, summer for crop maintenance, and early autumn for 
harvesting. Mid-November was ideal: the crops were in, but heavy winter snows 
had not yet rendered unpaved roads impassable.

• Why Tuesday? Most voters lived miles from their county seat—the only place 
with a polling location. Traveling by horse or on foot could take a full day.
• Sunday was ruled out because it was reserved for Christian worship and 

rest.
• Monday was ruled out as a voting day because voters would have had to 

travel on Sunday to reach the polls in time.
• Wednesday was avoided because it was traditionally market day, when 

farmers conducted business and sold livestock.
• Tuesday emerged as the ideal window: farmers could leave on Monday 

morning, arrive at the county seat, vote on Tuesday, and return home in time 
for market day on Wednesday.

• The statutory wording was deliberately chosen to prevent Election Day from ever 
falling on November 1. November 1 posed two problems: it was All Saints' Day (a 
Roman Catholic holy day of obligation), and it was the standard day for 
merchants and bankers to settle the previous month’s financial accounts.

The first presidential election conducted under this unified timeline took place on 
November 7, 1848, electing Whig candidate Zachary Taylor.

Initially, the 1845 law applied only to presidential electors. Many states continued holding 
congressional and state elections on separate dates, often in August or October.

To streamline the process and reduce election costs, Congress passed legislation in 1872 
establishing the same Tuesday after the first Monday in November (in even-numbered 
years) as the official date for elections to the U.S. House of Representatives. After the 17 th 
Amendment was ratified in 1913, direct elections for the U.S. Senate were integrated into 
the same schedule.

While the statutory date remains unchanged in federal law, the practical reality of 
American voting has evolved. With the widespread adoption of early voting, mail-in ballots, 
and no-excuse absentee voting, "Election Day" now serves as the final deadline in a multi-
week voting period rather than a single 24-hour event.





Mon, Nov 2 6:00 PM Orion180 Insurance Tip-off Classic

Tue, Nov 3 7:00 PM Tampa Bay Lightning vs. Detroit Red Wings

Thu, Nov 5 7:00 PM
Tampa Bay Lightning vs. Chicago 
Blackhawks

Sat, Nov 7 8:00 PM Cash Money & No Limit Tour

Mon, Nov 9 7:30 PM RUSH: Fifty Something

Wed, Nov 11 7:30 PM RUSH: Fifty Something

Thu, Nov 12 8:00 PM Il Volo LIVE IN CONCERT

Fri, Nov 13 7:30 PM Doja Cat – Tour Ma Vie World Tour

Sat, Nov 14 7:00 PM Tampa Bay Lightning vs. Detroit Red Wings

Tue, Nov 17 7:30 PM
Tampa Bay Lightning vs. Washington 
Capitals

Thu, Nov 19 7:30 PM Tampa Bay Lightning vs. Edmonton Oilers

Sun, Nov 22 5:00 PM Tampa Bay Lightning vs. Buffalo Sabres

Wed, Nov 25 7:00 PM
Tampa Bay Lightning vs. Carolina 
Hurricanes

Fri, Nov 27 3:00 PM Tampa Bay Lightning vs. Ottawa Senators

Sat, Nov 28 7:00 PM
Disney Descendants, ZOMBIES & Camp 
Rock: Worlds Collide Concert Tour

Sun, Nov 29 7:00 PM
for KING + COUNTRY'S A Drummer Boy 
Christmas

Mon, Nov 30 8:00 PM
Nick Cannon Presents: Wild 'N Out Live – 
The Next Generation





Sun, Nov 1 6:00 PM The Christi Show

Wed, Nov 4 7:00 PM
Keropi Sanchez (En Español) / 
Sheryl Underwood

Thu, Nov 5 7:00 PM Herman Wrice

Fri, Nov 6 7:00 PM & 9:45 PM Kountry Wayne

Sat, Nov 7 6:30 PM & 9:15 PM Kountry Wayne

Sun, Nov 8 6:00 PM Carlos Sanchez (En Español)

Tue, Nov 10 7:00 PM Suzanne Lambert

Wed, Nov 11 7:00 PM Fiona Cauley

Thu, Nov 12 7:00 PM
The Resistival – Hosted by Steve 
Hofstetter

Fri, Nov 13 7:00 PM & 10:00 PM Lavell Crawford

Sat, Nov 14 6:30 PM & 9:30 PM Lavell Crawford

Sun, Nov 15 4:00 PM
Steve Burton & Bradford 
Anderson (Stone Cold and The 
Jackal)

Sun, Nov 15 8:00 PM Lavell Crawford

Thu, Nov 19 7:00 PM
The Extraordinary Card Magic of 
Jason Ladanye

Fri, Nov 20 7:00 PM & 9:45 PM Tommy Davidson

Sat, Nov 21 6:30 PM & 9:15 PM Tommy Davidson

Sun, Nov 22 6:00 PM Tony Baker

Fri, Nov 27 7:00 PM & 9:45 PM Red Grant

Sat, Nov 28 6:30 PM & 9:15 PM Red Grant
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Event dates, times, and lineups are subject to change. We 
recommend checking the official venue website or contacting 

their box office directly to confirm the most up-to-date 
schedule details before making plans.

Wed, Nov 4 7:00 PM Movements

Thu, Nov 5 5:30 PM Trivium: Crown in the Grave World Tour

Fri, Nov 6 6:30 PM Greensky Bluegrass

Sat, Nov 7 8:00 PM Mannequin Pussy with Wednesday

Sun, Nov 8 8:00 PM The Brook & The Bluff

Wed, Nov 11 6:30 PM Judah & the Lion: The Boys Are Back 
Tour

Thu, Nov 12 6:00 PM Hawthorne Heights – 20th Anniversary 
of If Only You Were Lonely

Sat, Nov 14 7:00 PM Paul Oakenfold with The Crystal 
Method

Sun, Nov 15 6:00 PM The Wrecks: Finally: Outside Tour

Mon, Nov 16 5:30 PM Periphery: A Pale White Dot US Tour

Wed, Nov 18 6:00 PM The Revivalists with Hunter Metts

Thu, Nov 19 8:00 PM Hunxho

Sat, Nov 21 7:00 PM Spafford

Tue, Nov 24 8:00 PM Buzzcocks

Fri, Nov 27 7:00 PM Rabbit in the Moon and Josh Wink

Sat, Nov 28 7:00 PM Trippie Redd: The Non-disclosure 
Agreement Tour

Sun, Nov 29 6:00 PM Silverstein & Story of the Year: Camp 
Screamo Tour

https://www.jannuslive.com/
https://jannuslive.com/




Sun, Nov 1 2:00 PM John Williams @ 
95 Mahaffey Theater

Fri, Nov 6 7:30 PM

Masterworks: 
Ginastera's Harp 
Concerto & Falla's 
Three-Cornered 
Hat

Straz Center 
(Ferguson Hall)

Sat, Nov 7 7:30 PM

Masterworks: 
Ginastera's Harp 
Concerto & Falla's 
Three-Cornered 
Hat

Mahaffey Theater

Sun, Nov 8 2:00 PM

Masterworks: 
Ginastera's Harp 
Concerto & Falla's 
Three-Cornered 
Hat

Ruth Eckerd Hall

Fri, Nov 20 7:30 PM
Masterworks: The 
Blue Danube & 
Beyond

Zinober Hall, USF 
Tampa Campus

Sat, Nov 21 7:30 PM
Masterworks: The 
Blue Danube & 
Beyond

Mahaffey Theater

Event dates, times, and lineups may change.  We recommend checking the official 
venue website or contacting their box office directly to confirm the most up-to-date 

schedule details before making plans.

https://floridaorchestra.org/event/




Sun, Nov 1 Martin Moreno (Special Event)

Thu, Nov 5 Ryan Goodcase

Fri, Nov 6 – Sat, Nov 7 Ryan Sickler (Special Event)

Sat, Nov 7 Luke Severeid (Late Show)

Sun, Nov 8 Led Varela (En Español / Special Event)

Wed, Nov 11 Alec Flynn

Thu, Nov 12 Kelly Ryan

Fri, Nov 13 – Sun, Nov 15 David Koechner

Wed, Nov 18 – Sun, Nov 22 Ben Bankas

Fri, Nov 27 – Sun, Nov 29 Jason Cheny

Event dates, times, and lineups may change.  We recommend checking the official 
venue website or contacting their box office directly to confirm the most up-to-date 

schedule details before making plans.

https://sidesplitterscomedy.com/locations/tampa/






Legendary shock-rock pioneer Alice Cooper proved 
that age is nothing but a number, delivering a 
masterclass in theatrical hard rock at Ruth Eckerd 
Hall.  From the second the curtain dropped to the final 
echo of the encore, the night was an unrelenting rush 
of iconic hits, dark showmanship, and world-class 
musicianship.

At 78, Cooper’s voice remains astonishingly strong, 
gritty, and commanding.  Delivering razor-sharp vocals 
on classics like “No More Mr. Nice Guy,” “Feed My 
Frankenstein,” and “Poison,” his signature rasp 
sounded just as potent as it did decades ago.  Every 
lyric landed with precision and swagger, showing 
incredible endurance and range through an intense, 
fast-paced set list.

Still the King of Shock Rock: 
Alice Cooper

He had a heavy-hitting mix of immortal classics and deep-cut fan favorites.  These are 
just some of the tracks we heard live:

• "No More Mr. Nice Guy" — An instant crowd-pleaser that sets an energetic, 
singalong tone early in the show.

• "I'm Eighteen" — Delivered with the raw, rebellious angst that made it an 
anthem for generations.

• "Billion Dollar Babies" — Rich with heavy riffs and signature theatrical flair.
• "Feed My Frankenstein" — A massive, hard-rocking monster of a track that 

brings out the full weight of the stage props.
• "Poison" — A late-set powerhouse that has the entire venue singing every 

single word.
• "Ballad of Dwight Fry" — A dramatic, atmospheric peak in the set 

showcasing Alice’s unmatched theatrical performance.
• "Cold Ethyl" — Creepy, hilarious, and driven by an infectious, pounding 

rhythm.
• "School's Out" — The ultimate show-stopping finale, complete with high-

energy solos and explosive stage energy.



An Alice Cooper show blends first-rate theatrical production with the 
force of a rock concert. Wearing his signature stage attire, Cooper 
held the audience with natural authority, channeling the sinister wit 
and shadowy fantasy that established him as a cultural icon. 
Elaborate staging, memorable props, and sweeping dramatic 
flourishes delivered exactly what fans expected, reaffirming his 
position as the genre’s unrivaled master.

To anyone questioning whether classic rock veterans can still 
generate genuine intensity, Cooper offered an emphatic answer in 
Clearwater: absolutely. The night was an unforgettable, high-energy 
spectacle, leaving the crowd captivated by a bona fide rock legend 
and his exceptional band.









For Tampa Bay Rays fans, the 2026 season provided plenty of reasons for optimism and pride.  
Although the team ultimately fell short of its goal of capturing a World Series championship, its 
accomplishments deserve recognition.  Reaching baseball's biggest stage is no small 
achievement, particularly for a franchise that has appeared in the Fall Classic just three times in 
its history.

Entering the season, the Rays faced their share of questions, and few anticipated the level of 
success the club would achieve.  Yet Tampa Bay consistently demonstrated its competitiveness, 
finishing the regular season with an impressive 98-64 record and capturing the American League 
East title for the first time since 2021.  A combination of disciplined pitching, timely offensive 
production, resilience, and collective determination made the Rays one of baseball's most 
compelling stories of the year.

Their postseason performance further cemented that reputation.  Tampa Bay swept the New 
York Yankees in the American League Division Series before facing the Cleveland Guardians in 
the American League Championship Series.  Following a hard-fought six-game matchup, the 
Rays emerged victorious, claiming the American League pennant and securing their third World 
Series appearance.  Their previous trips to the Fall Classic came in 2008 and 2020, establishing a 
postseason tradition that continues to grow.

The World Series, however, did not deliver the outcome Tampa Bay supporters had hoped for.  
The Milwaukee Brewers captured the championship in five games, although the Rays provided a 
memorable highlight with a 4-3 victory in a dramatic 12-inning Game 4.  While another 
championship opportunity slipped away, the team's journey to the World Series was an 
accomplishment in its own right.  Tampa Bay has reached the Fall Classic in 2008, 2020, and 
2026, finishing runner-up each time.  The elusive title remains a goal, but this season 
demonstrated that the organization has the talent and competitive foundation to pursue it again.

Beyond the on-field accomplishments, the franchise is entering an exciting period of transition.  
Under new ownership, plans for a state-of-the-art ballpark signal a significant investment in the 
long-term future of professional baseball in Tampa Bay.

Rays Look Ahead: 
A Bright Future in 

Tampa Bay

Photo Credit: Rays 



The proposed new stadium will be located on the Dale Mabry campus of Hillsborough College in 
Tampa, across the street from Raymond James Stadium and adjacent to George M. Steinbrenner 
Field. With a planned capacity of approximately 31,000 seats, the facility will anchor a larger 
mixed-use development featuring entertainment venues, restaurants, retail establishments, and 
public gathering spaces. The project received approval from Tampa City Council and Hillsborough 
County commissioners in August 2026, marking a major milestone for the franchise. The 
organization is targeting Opening Day 2029 for the new ballpark.

In the meantime, fans can continue supporting their team at Tropicana Field in St. Petersburg, 
where the Rays are expected to play through the 2028 season.  The transition offers a chance to 
celebrate the team's history while looking ahead to an entirely new era of Rays baseball.

For longtime supporters, a new ballpark represents far more than an upgraded facility.  It offers 
renewed stability, a stronger connection with the surrounding community, and the promise that 
Major League Baseball will remain an important part of the Tampa Bay landscape for generations 
to come.
As attention turns toward next season, the challenge will be building on the momentum 
established in 2026.  The Rays have shown they can compete at the highest level, and 
expectations will undoubtedly be higher as they pursue another postseason opportunity.

The World Series trophy may remain just out of reach, but this season gave Tampa Bay something 
equally important: renewed confidence in its team and its future.  With another season on the 
horizon and a new ballpark approaching, Rays fans have every reason to stay optimistic. The next 
chapter of Tampa Bay baseball could be its most exciting yet

Photo Credit: Rays 
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For Info:  1010 N Macinnes Pl, Tampa, FL 33602 
(813) 229-7827

Featured Broadway & Major Shows:

Hamilton
Dates: October 21 – November 8, 2026
Description: Lin-Manuel Miranda’s revolutionary smash-hit musical 
about American founding father Alexander Hamilton.

’Twas the Night Before … by Cirque du Soleil
Dates: November 18 – 29, 2026
Description: A festive, family-friendly holiday acrobatic spectacular in 
Morsani Hall. 

Death Becomes Her
Dates: December 8 – 13, 2026
Description: The darkly comedic musical adaptation of the cult-
classic film.

(Note: Showtimes, ticket availability, and additional local showcase 
additions are available on the official Straz Center website.)

https://www.strazcenter.org/
https://www.google.com/search?q=the+straz&rlz=1C1MFPQ_enUS1068US1068&oq=the+stra&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqDggAEEUYJxg7GIAEGIoFMg4IABBFGCcYOxiABBiKBTINCAEQLhjUAhixAxiABDINCAIQLhiDARixAxiABDIGCAMQRRhAMgYIBBBFGDwyBggFEEUYPDIGCAYQRRg8MgYIBxBFGEDSAQgyODcwajBqNKgCALACAQ&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
https://www.google.com/search?q=the+straz&rlz=1C1MFPQ_enUS1068US1068&oq=the+stra&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqDggAEEUYJxg7GIAEGIoFMg4IABBFGCcYOxiABBiKBTINCAEQLhjUAhixAxiABDINCAIQLhiDARixAxiABDIGCAMQRRhAMgYIBBBFGDwyBggFEEUYPDIGCAYQRRg8MgYIBxBFGEDSAQgyODcwajBqNKgCALACAQ&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
https://www.google.com/search?q=the+straz&rlz=1C1MFPQ_enUS1068US1068&oq=the+stra&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqDggAEEUYJxg7GIAEGIoFMg4IABBFGCcYOxiABBiKBTINCAEQLhjUAhixAxiABDINCAIQLhiDARixAxiABDIGCAMQRRhAMgYIBBBFGDwyBggFEEUYPDIGCAYQRRg8MgYIBxBFGEDSAQgyODcwajBqNKgCALACAQ&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8




Concert Lineup

Friday, February 26: Cody Johnson + Jon Pardi 

Saturday, February 27: Nickelback + Dexter & The Moonrocks 

Sunday, February 28: Jason Aldean + The Red Clay Strays 

Daily Event Schedule

12:00 PM – 6:00 PM | Free Street Fest: Open to the public with no ticket required (includes live 
music, food vendors, shopping, and brand activations). 

6:00 PM – 8:00 PM | Million-Dollar Rodeo: An invite-only, 8-event all-star rodeo competition 
featuring top pro-rodeo athletes. 

8:30 PM – 11:00 PM | Mainstage Concerts: The 2-part nightly concert series (included with each 
rodeo ticket)

Event dates, times, and lineups may be adjusted without notice. Before finalizing any plans, it is 
advisable to check. We recommend checking the venue's official website or contacting its box office 
directly to confirm the latest schedule details before making plans.







After one of the most successful regular seasons in club history, the Tampa Bay Rowdies kick off 
the 2026 USL Championship Playoffs this Friday at Al Lang Stadium in an Eastern Conference 
Quarterfinal matchup against Miami FC. For the first time since 2021, the Rowdies enter the 
playoffs as the top overall seed as winners of the USL Championship Players’ Shield, 
guaranteeing hosting rights throughout their quest for a third championship star.

Fueled by the bitter disappointment of missing out on qualifying for last year’s playoffs, the 
Rowdies bounced back with an overhauled roster to mount an impressive campaign that began 
with a 12-match undefeated streak to take early control of the Players’ Shield race. The Rowdies 
never relented their hold on the top spot in the standings, ultimately securing the Players’ Shield 
with one match to spare. The Rowdies ended their campaign with a record of 18W-5L-7D, 
becoming the first team to claim the Players’ Shield after missing the postseason the previous 
year.

One notable aspect of the Rowdies' campaign to claim the Players’ Shield was the balance the 
club showed at both ends of the field throughout the regular season. The Rowdies were the only 
side to rank in the top three in the league in both goals (52) and goals conceded (26) this year. The 
same goes for the Rowdies’ rankings in Expected Goals (49.06xG) and Expected Goals Against 
(28.47xGA). 
The Rowdies’ balance also shows up in the crucial final stages of matches. The club’s +12-goal 
differential in the final 15 minutes and stoppage time this season ranks the best across the entire 
USL Championship.  That ability to lock things down or find a breakthrough moment in front of 
the opposition goal can prove crucial in the single-elimination format of the USL Championship 
Playoffs.



Miami makes its return to the USL Championship Playoffs for the first time since 2022. That 
year, the Rowdies knocked out their in-state rivals in a 3-1 win when the two sides met at Al 
Lang in the Eastern Conference Quarterfinals.  Second-year Head Coach Gastón Maddoni 
led Miami over the playoff line as the eighth seed in the Eastern Conference thanks in large 
part to a six-match unbeaten streak (four wins, two draws) that included all of September 
and the first week of October.  Miami’s rally to claim the final playoff spot in the east also 
included a 2-1 win over the Rowdies at Al Lang earlier this month. Maddoni will not be on 
the touchline for Miami this Friday as he serves a suspension for a red card in the club’s 
regular-season finale.

In theory, winning the USL Championship Players’ Shield can set a club up for success. 
However, the reality is that the playoffs can prove to be a whole different animal for the top 
team from the regular season. The Players’ Shield winner has lost in the first round of the 
playoffs in two of the last three years. San Antonio FC in 2022 were the last Players’ Shield 
to win the USL Championship title in the playoffs. Rowdies Head Coach Dominic Casciato 
experienced both sides of the coin during his time leading Union Omaha in USL League 
One. Casciato guided Omaha to back-to-back Players’ Shield. Omaha fell short of their 
ultimate goal in the playoffs in 2023 but got the job done the following year in the USL 
League One Final.

The Rowdies are inviting kickoff to Halloween Weekend at Al Lang Stadium for their playoff 
matchup against Miami. Trick-or-treat stations for families will be set up in the Michelob 
Ultra Fan Zone outside Gate 2 before the match and inside the stadium. Fans are 
encouraged to come dressed for the occasion in their Halloween costumes. Select fans will 
also be chosen to take part in several costume contests during halftime. For more 
information, visit rowdiessoccer.com/halloween.

Courtesy of the Tampa Bay Rowdies

https://www.rowdiessoccer.com/halloween/
https://www.rowdiessoccer.com/halloween/




The world of veterans’ benefits is constantly evolving, with changes to VA 
programs, TRICARE, military retirement, legislation, and other issues that 
can directly affect veterans and their families.  Each month, Veterans 
Corner brings you the latest news, benefit updates, and resources that 
matter most, helping you stay informed and make the most of the benefits 
you’ve earned through your service.

From one veteran to another, thank you for your service.  I’ll see you next 
month with more news and updates that matter to you and your family.

1.  As was announced, the 2027 VA Disability Cost of Living Adjustment 
(COLA) is 3.6%!  What does that mean for your VA disability compensation, 
and when will you see the increase in your bank account?  Watch the 
SITREP to learn more.  Scan the QR code:



2. Most older veterans assume the VA system is stacked against them. 
It is not. If you are over 60, five rules in the regulations work in your favor 
specifically —and almost nobody tells you about them. Together, they 
can take a 50% rating to 90%. Want to find out what the five rules are?    
Scan the QR Code:

Anyone can develop PTSD at any age. Some factors can increase the 
chance that someone will develop PTSD, many of which are not under 
that person’s control. For example, very intense or long-lasting
trauma makes it more likely that a person will develop PTSD. It is also 
more common after sexual assault. For Veterans, combat-related trauma 
also makes PTSD more common. And being injured during the trauma can 
increase the risk of PTSD.

Personal factors—like previous traumatic exposure, age, and sex—can 
affect whether a person will develop PTSD. What happens after the 
traumatic event is also important. Stress can make PTSD more
likely, while social support can make it less likely. To learn more about 
PTSD and whether it might be affecting you or a loved one, visit the 
National Center for PTSD by scanning the QR code:





Don't Take My Word for It - It's in the News!  Don't just take my word for it - it's in the news, 
so it must be true!

WFLA News Channel 8 just reported a new Redfin analysis with a headline Tampa Bay 
buyers are going to love: early November is typically the BEST time of the year to get a deal 
on a home in Tampa.  No, I didn't pay them to say that.  I checked.  Twice.

Here's why this little window is such a big deal:

First, the competition thins out.  Most buyers get pulled into Halloween candy, turkey 
planning, and holiday shopping, so the buyers still out shopping have real room to 
negotiate.

Second, sellers are ready to deal. A home that's been sitting since summer?  That seller 
wants it wrapped up before the New Year, and that can mean movement on price, closing 
costs, or terms they wouldn't have considered in the spring rush.

Third - and this one is pure Florida - the snowbirds haven't landed yet.  After the New Year, 
a whole new wave of buyers flies in from the cold.  Right now, local buyers have the field 
mostly to themselves.

Now for the honest part, because that's how I do business: there are fewer brand-new 
listings this time of year.  But if the right home is already out there waiting, this is exactly 
when you make your move.

Thinking about Apollo Beach, MiraBay, Riverview, or Gibsonton?  I'd love to show you the 
homes in our area that have been sitting the longest - the ones most likely to negotiate.

Christine Nargi, REALTOR, Keller Williams South Shore, Selling PARADISE Group.  Call or 
text me at 703-447-7714, or email christineflhomes@gmail.com.  No pressure - just 
Paradise.









727-435-0327   info@clearwatercomedyclub.com

Event dates, times, and lineups may be adjusted without notice. So, before 
finalizing any plans, check first. We recommend checking the venue's official 

website or contacting its box office directly to confirm the latest schedule 
details before making plans.





Event dates, times, and lineups may be adjusted without notice. So, before finalizing any plans, 
it is best to check. We recommend checking the venue's official website or contacting its box 

office directly to confirm the latest schedule details before making plans.





Sun, Nov 1 2:00 PM
The Florida Orchestra 
presents John Williams @ 
95

Sat, Nov 7 7:30 PM
The Florida Orchestra 
presents Ginastera's Harp 
Concerto

Sun, Nov 8 7:30 PM 99.5 QYK 10th Annual Guitar 
Pull

Wed, Nov 11 7:00 PM Mannheim Steamroller 
Christmas by Chip Davis

Fri, Nov 13 8:00 PM David Foster & Katharine 
McPhee

Sat, Nov 14 8:00 PM UB40: The Unstoppable 
Tour

Thu, Nov 19 7:30 PM
Inside Strauss' Der 
Rosenkavalier (The Florida 
Orchestra)

Fri, Nov 20 8:00 PM A Magical Cirque Christmas

Sat, Nov 21 7:30 PM
The Florida Orchestra 
presents The Blue Danube & 
Beyond

Sun, Nov 22 7:30 PM Professor Brian Cox – 
Emergence

Tue, Nov 24 8:00 PM BEAT Performing The Music 
Of King Crimson



Tuesdays 7 pm,  All things South Shore!!
Join Teo, Howard, and the special guests 

from the area!!
Facebook / Instagram / YouTube



MIDFLORIDA Credit Union Amphitheatre

JIMMY EAT WORLD - 25 YEARS OF BLEED AMERICAN
Sat • Nov 14, 2026 • 7:00 PM

Event dates, times, and lineups may be adjusted without notice. So, before finalizing any 
plans, check first. We recommend checking the venue's official website or contacting its 

box office directly to confirm the latest schedule details before making plans.
4802 US-301, Tampa, FL 33610  Phone: (813) 740-2446

https://www.google.com/search?gs_ssp=eJwFwcENgCAMAMD41Cl46FsEidQR3KK0EJuIGoLR8b3r2jGPmqjOr27WQX_ek6FkbbDLZGaGVX_OAyAGIGc8BMdbn4XTcRVhVFQiS1XPKdepMN-71D1iLfEHenwcPQ&q=midflorida+credit+union+amphitheatre&rlz=1C1MFPQ_enUS1068US1068&oq=midfl&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqEAgCEC4YrwEYxwEYgAQYjgUyBggAEEUYOTITCAEQLhiDARjHARixAxjRAxiABDIQCAIQLhivARjHARiABBiOBTIGCAMQIxgnMgcIBBAAGIAEMgcIBRAAGIAEMhMIBhAuGK8BGMcBGJECGIAEGIoFMgYIBxAFGEDSAQg5MjQwajBqNKgCALACAQ&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
https://www.google.com/search?gs_ssp=eJwFwcENgCAMAMD41Cl46FsEidQR3KK0EJuIGoLR8b3r2jGPmqjOr27WQX_ek6FkbbDLZGaGVX_OAyAGIGc8BMdbn4XTcRVhVFQiS1XPKdepMN-71D1iLfEHenwcPQ&q=midflorida+credit+union+amphitheatre&rlz=1C1MFPQ_enUS1068US1068&oq=midfl&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqEAgCEC4YrwEYxwEYgAQYjgUyBggAEEUYOTITCAEQLhiDARjHARixAxjRAxiABDIQCAIQLhivARjHARiABBiOBTIGCAMQIxgnMgcIBBAAGIAEMgcIBRAAGIAEMhMIBhAuGK8BGMcBGJECGIAEGIoFMgYIBxAFGEDSAQg5MjQwajBqNKgCALACAQ&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
https://www.google.com/search?gs_ssp=eJwFwcENgCAMAMD41Cl46FsEidQR3KK0EJuIGoLR8b3r2jGPmqjOr27WQX_ek6FkbbDLZGaGVX_OAyAGIGc8BMdbn4XTcRVhVFQiS1XPKdepMN-71D1iLfEHenwcPQ&q=midflorida+credit+union+amphitheatre&rlz=1C1MFPQ_enUS1068US1068&oq=midfl&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqEAgCEC4YrwEYxwEYgAQYjgUyBggAEEUYOTITCAEQLhiDARjHARixAxjRAxiABDIQCAIQLhivARjHARiABBiOBTIGCAMQIxgnMgcIBBAAGIAEMgcIBRAAGIAEMhMIBhAuGK8BGMcBGJECGIAEGIoFMgYIBxAFGEDSAQg5MjQwajBqNKgCALACAQ&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8


Yuengling Center 2026 Schedule

Event dates, times, and lineups may be adjusted without notice. So, before finalizing any plans, 
check first. We recommend checking the venue's official website or contacting its box office 

directly to confirm the latest schedule details before making plans.
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