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November Holidays
Native American, Veterans & 

Military Families Month
Nov  1st   National Author’s Day 
    NaNoWriMo (National Novel Writer’s Month)

Nov  4th   Election Day

Nov  5th   National Red Head Day

Nov 11th   Veterans Day

Nov  11th   National Metal Day

Nov 17th   National Unfriend Day

Nov  20th   Great American Smokeout

Nov  22nd  International Musicians Day

Nov  25th   National Play with Dad Day

Nov  27th   Thanksgiving

Nov 29th   Small Business Saturday

Nov 30th    National Personal Space Day



Joanne Durann has written for The Examiner, 
Yahoo.com, Axs, Out On The Town Magazine, and is a 
writing instructor. She has authored multiple books, new 
articles, and entertainment pieces. She has interviewed 
the likes of Geoff Tate, Mark Daly, and Rudy Sarzo, 
among others. After a successful career in education, 
Joanne’s passion for the Florida lifestyle and the Tampa 
Bay area landed her in Apollo Beach. Joanne has worked 
in the real estate industry at Keller Williams with the 
Lovitch Group since her move to Florida from 
Pennsylvania, and she loved what she did. Joanne has a 
certification from the University of Michigan in 
Negotiations, has studied remotely with Harvard 
University, and is a member of The Working Women of 
Tampa Bay, WISE Tampa Bay, and the National 
Association of Professional Women. 

Contact us: 267-980-6427 apollobeachpublishing@gmail.com

About Our Team:
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Trish is a 32-year Army combat veteran 
who spent the better part of her last 
twelve years in uniform, stationed at The 
Pentagon in Washington, DC. While there, 
her assignments included organizing 
major Army infrastructure and 
entertainment programs, including The 
Army Birthday Ball, Total Army Analysis, 
and Organization Days for the Senior Army 
Leadership and Army Staff Sections. Trish 
is also a published author with numerous 
credits, including The Knoxville News 
Sentinel, Florida Women Magazine, and 
Lakeside Life

Trish Stoecker   Managing Editor



Phil Stoecker - Photo Journalist

Howard Durann is a dynamic sales and marketing executive at 
Tampa Bay Sports and Entertainment (TBSE), where he plays a 
key role in driving fan engagement, sponsorship growth, and 
strategic brand initiatives.  

With over a decade of experience, Howard specializes in 
blending data-driven strategy with creative execution to 
maximize impact in the arena and beyond.  At TBSE, he has 
executed integrated marketing campaigns and secured high-
value partnerships.

Howard brings a passion for innovation, a deep understanding 
of the sports and entertainment landscape, and a 
commitment to building lasting relationships with corporate 
partners, the media, and the community. His leadership 
continues to contribute to TBSE's success.

Howard Durann – Sales and Marketing



A Whisper of Ages: Seeking the Sacred 
at Stonehenge

The moment you see it; the breath catches in your throat. Not because of its size, but 
its impossible age, its profound mystery, and the way it seems to have grown out of the 
rolling green canvas of Salisbury Plain. Stonehenge is not just a monument; it's a 
whisper from 5,000 years ago, and to stand in its presence is to become a silent 
listener to history.

For centuries, this colossal circle of stones has been the ultimate question mark. Who 
were the people who managed to drag 25-ton sarsen stones from miles away, or the 
smaller bluestones all the way from Wales—an incredible feat of Neolithic 
engineering? Was it a temple, an astronomical calendar, a ceremonial healing center, 
or a place for the ancestral dead? The definitive answer remains just out of reach, and 
that enigma is the very heart of its allure.

For the typical visitor, the experience begins at the superb English Heritage Visitor 
Center, a short distance from the stones. From there, a shuttle bus or a scenic 20-
minute walk across the expansive downland takes you to the circle.
Today, due to preservation concerns, a rope barrier maintains a respectful distance. 
You’ll walk the perimeter, absorbing the monument from every angle. Yet, even from 
this remove, the stones are mesmerizing. Stand on the pathway, put on the 
complimentary audio guide, and you can practically feel the weight of time. Look 
toward the Heel Stone, where the sun perfectly aligns during the Summer Solstice, 
and the original purpose of this ancient clock becomes beautifully, chillingly clear.
Traveler's Tip: The summer high season is glorious but crowded. For a quieter, more 
atmospheric visit, aim for a weekday during the shoulder seasons (late spring or early 
autumn), and book your tickets for either the first or last entry time of the day to 
capture that dramatic, long-shadow light.



This is the moment of 
transcendence. Without 
the clamor of the crowds, 
the silence is broken only 
by the wind, and the 
stones tower over you, 
their rough, grey surfaces 
scarred by the ages. It’s 
here, when you can reach 
out and almost touch the 
ancient stone, that the

For the dedicated history buff or the spiritual 
seeker, there is a way to transcend the viewing 
rope and walk among the megaliths themselves: 
the Stone Circle Experience.
These special access tours, often booked weeks 
or months in advance, take place either early in 
the morning, before the site opens, or late in the 
evening, after it has closed to the general public. 
With a small, intimate group, you are escorted 
directly inside the sarsen and bluestone ring.

theories—of Druids, of giant calendars, of forgotten rites—feel less like academic 
speculation and more like tangible memories. It’s a profound, meditative experience 
that turns a great day trip into an unforgettable spiritual pilgrimage.

Don't make the mistake of leaving right after your circuit of the stones. The Stonehenge 
World Heritage Site is vast, encompassing 6,500 acres of archaeological treasures.
Its exhibition houses fascinating artifacts, including a reconstructed face of a Neolithic 
man and detailed information on the origins of sarsen and bluestone.

Step into reconstructed Neolithic houses near the centre to get a tangible sense of how 
the monument's builders lived and worked over 4,500 years ago.  Look out across the 
landscape to see the faint, mile-long earthwork known as the Cursus—another baffling 
Neolithic monument that runs parallel to the stones.

Stonehenge is more than just a pile of rocks; it is a monument to human ingenuity, 
resilience, and an unwavering connection to the cosmos. A trip here isn't just a tick off 
the bucket list—it's a journey to the very beginning of Britain’s history, leaving you with a 
sense of wonder that lasts long after you've left the rolling plains of Wiltshire behind.





EG Simmons Park
E.G. Simmons Conservation Park, often referred to as E.G. Simmons Park, 
is a popular, large conservation park located in Ruskin, Florida, on the 
beautiful shores of Tampa Bay.

The park is the site every year for the Ruskin Seafood Festival.  Now in its 
35th year, this annual festival brings together Bay Area vendors and 
entertainment. It's a significant, family-friendly community event that 
draws crowds from around the Tampa Bay area. The event is scheduled for 
November 15th and 16th. Check the official Greater SouthShore Chamber 
of Commerce or Ruskin Seafood Festival websites for the most up-to-date 
information on exact times and pricing.

The park covers approximately 469 acres, including open land, intertwined 
waterways, and a significant 200-acre preserved mangrove swamp that 
serves as a bird and wildlife sanctuary.  It features a 700-foot sandy beach 
along Tampa Bay, known for its gentle waves, making it family-friendly.
The park is a haven for wildlife, with birdwatchers often spotting species 
like the endangered Roseate Spoonbill and the Bald Eagle.

The park offers a wide variety of outdoor recreation opportunities:
Camping: It features a popular campground with over 100 sites for RVs, 
trailers, and tents. Campsites often include water, electric hookups (30- 
and 50-amp service available), picnic tables, and fire rings. There are also 
public restrooms, hot showers, and RV dump stations. Camping is 
typically first-come, first-served.  There are boat launches and access 
points for canoeing and kayaking through the park's canals and waterways. 
Kayak rentals are available on-site.  Fishing: Visitors can enjoy fishing from 
multiple piers and along the water’s edge.







Brass Mug
1450 Skipper Rd   Tampa

Nov  1  7:00  pm  3-2-1 Tribute Night
Nov  9  7:00  pm  Gabriel of Lynch Mob Tribute
      Ozzy / Black Sabbath

Nov  13  8:00  pm  Shannon McNally
Nov  15  6:30  pm  FLAW
Nov  21  6:00  pm  The Red Jumpsuit Apparatus
Nov  22  7:00  pm  Star The Motion, FrostFang, Vermination, 
      Deadweight

Nov  28  7:00  pm  Randy’s Cheeseburger Picnic (Trailer Park Boys)



Nov  3   7:00 pm  All Country Chorus Concert

Nov  8   8:00 pm  An Evening with Emerson, Lake, & Palmer

Nov  12   11:00 am A Little Night Music

Nov  13   7:00 pm  Mannheim Steamroller

Nov  14   7:00 pm  Neil Berg’s 50 Years of Rock & Roll

Nov  15   7:00 pm  America

Nov  16   7:00 pm  A Magical Cirque Christmas

Nov   21   8:00 pm  Rain: A Beatles Christmas Tribute

Nov  22   8:00 pm  Floyd Nation

Nov  25   8:00 pm  Lindsey Stirling

Nov  26   7:00 pm  Twilight in Concert

Nov  29   8:00 pm  Dave Koz & Friends Christmas 2025 Tour





College Football Playoff Selects Tampa to 
Host 2029 National Championship

- Tampa Bay Sports Commission

Rich Clark, Executive Director of the College Football Playoff (CFP), 
announced today that the CFP's Management Committee has selected 
Tampa Bay to host the 2029 CFP National Championship at Raymond 
James Stadium on Monday, January 22, 2029. Tampa will become the 
fourth city to host the CFP title game for a second time.

“We are excited to bring the College Football Playoff National 
Championship back to Tampa Bay in 2029,” said Rich Clark, Executive 
Director of the College Football Playoff. “The city has established itself as 
an exceptional host for world-class sporting events, and its vibrant 
downtown, beautiful waterfront, and proven commitment to excellence 
make it an ideal setting for college football’s greatest night. We look forward 
to partnering with the Tampa Bay Sports Commission and local leaders to 
deliver a national championship experience worthy of college football’s 
biggest stage.”

The 2029 contest will be the 15th national championship game in the 
College Football Playoff format, which began following the 2014 college 
football season.

https://collegefootballplayoff.com/staff-directory/rich-clark/100




Tampa Bay offers a fantastic mix of traditional, festive, and unique activities 
throughout the Thanksgiving week.  From all of us at TBSE, have a safe and happy 
holiday weekend!

 Here are some of the best things to do in Tampa for Thanksgiving 2025:

Thanksgiving Day Events (Thursday, November 27)
Tampa YMCA Turkey Gobble: Join the annual tradition with an 8k, 5k, or 1-mile race. 
It's a great way to start the morning with some exercise before the holiday feast!

Time: Starting around 7:00 AM
Location: 401 Channelside Dr, Tampa, FL 33602

Yacht StarShip Thanksgiving Cruises: Relax and enjoy a traditional Thanksgiving 
buffet while cruising the beautiful Tampa Bay. They offer multiple cruise times 
throughout the day, including a dinner cruise.

Location: 603 Channelside Dr, Tampa, FL 33602

Wiregrass Turkey Trot: Another popular turkey trot option is located in Wesley 
Chapel.

Time: Starting around 7:00 AM
Location: 28139 Paseo Drive, Wesley Chapel, FL 33543

SkateWorld Thanksgiving Day Family Skate: For an evening of family fun, head to 
SkateWorld for a special holiday skate session.

Time: 5:30 PM – 8:00 PM
Location: 7510 Paula Dr, Tampa, FL 33615

Thanksgiving 2025



The Thanksgiving holiday is when Tampa Bay officially flips the switch into the 
Christmas season with dazzling lights and events:

Christmas Town at Busch Gardens Tampa Bay: This massive holiday celebration 
starts on select dates in mid-November (November 14, 2025, onwards). It features 
millions of twinkling lights, festive shows, holiday-themed rides, and contact-free 
visits with Santa and Rudolph.

WinterVillage at Curtis Hixon Park: Located in Downtown Tampa, this popular 
event usually opens around mid-November and includes an outdoor ice-skating 
rink and a holiday market featuring local vendors.

ZooTampa at Lowry Park: The zoo transforms into a festive wonderland with 
holiday lights and displays, making for a unique nighttime experience.

Tampa Thanksgiving Eve Bar Crawl: If you're looking for nightlife, join the bar crawl 
on the night before Thanksgiving (Wednesday, November 26) from 6 PM to 11 PM.

Tarpon Springs Thanksgiving Arts and Crafts Festival: Take a short drive to 
Historic Downtown Tarpon Springs on Saturday and Sunday (November 22-23, 
2025) for an established local arts and crafts festival.

Explore Ybor City: Take a Shared Ybor City Historic Walking Tour or a Historic 
Ybor City Food Walking Tour to experience the neighborhood's unique history and 
famous Cuban cuisine.

Many of Tampa's top attractions often remain open on Thanksgiving Day or the 
surrounding holiday weekend:
• The Florida Aquarium: A fantastic spot to explore marine life.
• Glazer Children's Museum: A great interactive option for kids.
• TECO Manatee Viewing Center: This free activity opens for the season on 

November 1, 2025. It's a fantastic place to see manatees gathering in the warm 
water runoff from the power plant.

• Dinosaur World: Located just east of Tampa in Plant City, this park features 
hundreds of life-sized dinosaur statues.

• The Escape Game: Located in Midtown Tampa, this is a fun indoor activity for 
families or groups.

Please always check with the individual places for times and date of operation





For tickets follow:



Forever the Reckless One: 
Bryan Adams' Enduring Rock Legacy

The name Bryan Adams conjures images of denim-clad, arena-rock anthems, 
heart-stopping power ballads, and a voice—often described as a 'sandpaper 
tenor'—that is instantly recognizable. Over more than four decades, the Canadian 
singer-songwriter has evolved from a young, ambitious artist in Vancouver's rock 
scene to a globally celebrated musician, photographer, and activist. Yet, his music 
retains the raw, genuine energy that defined his breakthrough years.

Born in Kingston, Ontario, Bryan Guy Adams's early life was marked by his military 
family's international moves. He dropped out of high school at 15 and dedicated 
himself entirely to music. His career truly took off in 1978 when he met songwriter 
and drummer Jim Vallance. This partnership would prove to be one of the most 
successful songwriting duos in rock history, initially writing for other artists before 
cementing Adams's solo career.

His first two albums were a solid foundation, but it was the 1983 release of Cuts 
Like a Knife that launched him into the international spotlight. Tracks like the title 
cut and the breakthrough U.S. Top 10 hit "Straight from the Heart" demonstrated 
his potent blend of catchy melodies and gritty rock sensibility.

The year 1984 brought the album that defined a generation of rock music: 
Reckless. It was a global smash, selling over 12 million copies worldwide and 
yielding a string of iconic hits that remain radio staples today:
• "Run to You"
• "Somebody"
• "Heaven" (his first U.S. No. 1 single)
• "Summer of '69" (a quintessential nostalgic anthem)
• "It's Only Love" (a Grammy-nominated duet with Tina Turner)

Reckless solidified Adams's status as a heartland rock powerhouse, bridging 
hard rock and accessible pop-rock with a sincere, earnest delivery.



Crazy HorseWhile known for his driving rock tunes, Adams demonstrated a mastery of the 
power ballad, which would dominate his chart performance in the early 1990s. The 
1991 blockbuster hit "(Everything I Do) I Do It for You," from the film Robin Hood: 
Prince of Thieves, became one of the best-selling singles of all time, holding the 
record for the most consecutive weeks at No. 1 on the UK charts.

He followed this success with other massive movie ballads like "All for Love" (with 
Rod Stewart and Sting for The Three Musketeers) and the flamenco-tinged "Have 
You Ever Really Loved a Woman?" for Don Juan DeMarco. 
These hits, showcasing his ability to craft deeply emotional, 
commercially resonant songs, earned him a Grammy Award 
and multiple Academy Award nominations.

Beyond the stage, Adams has carved out an equally respected career as a 
photographer. His work, often featured in major fashion magazines and advertising 
campaigns, has been displayed in galleries worldwide. Notably, his book Wounded 
and his work for the Queen of England's Golden Jubilee portrait exemplify his talent 
behind the lens. He's also a committed social activist, using his platform for 
various humanitarian and charitable causes.

Adams continues to record and tour relentlessly, proving that his rock-and-roll spirit 
is far from faded. His 2022 album, So Happy It Hurts, earned him a Grammy 
nomination, and he's actively supporting his latest studio effort, Roll with the 
Punches (2025). The album showcases his continued dedication to his blues and 
rock roots, often performing new tracks alongside his classics on his current tours, 
demonstrating his desire to both honor his legacy and continue creating.

From his signature denim look to his powerful, gravelly voice, Bryan Adams remains 
an enduring rock icon, consistently delivering music that connects with fans across 
generations. He’s the restless rocker who found global success by singing straight 
from the heart.



Lightning to host 25th annual Bolt Run, 
presented by AdventHealth, on 

Saturday, November 1

TAMPA BAY – The Tampa Bay Lightning are set to host the 25th annual Bolt 
Run, presented by AdventHealth, on Saturday, November 1. Funds from 
this year’s race will benefit Special Olympics Florida, whose mission is to 
provide year-round sports training and competition in a variety of Olympic-
type sports for people with intellectual disabilities. The proceeds will help 
ensure athletes can return to the playing field and continue their sporting 
journeys, despite the challenges they have faced.

Event-day registration will open at 5:30 a.m., with the race starting at 7:30 
a.m. from Benchmark International Arena. Participants can choose from 
three race options: 5K, 5 Mile, and 1 Mile, with some packages including 
tickets to a Tampa Bay Lightning home game.

Packet pickups will be held at the ReliaQuest Ticket Office at Benchmark 
International Arena on October 29 from 10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. and 
October 31 from 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.

For more information or to register, please 
visit: www.tampabaylightning.com/boltrun.

http://www.tampabaylightning.com/boltrun




As the 2026 FIFA Men’s World Cup nears, the Tampa Bay Rowdies are poised to potentially play a 
part in the world’s largest sporting tournament when it returns to the United States next summer.  
Waters Sportsplex, the Rowdies’ primary training facility, has been added to FIFA’s Base Camp 
brochure, featuring a list of potential base camp locations for teams participating in next year’s 
tournament. Each participating national federation will use the brochure to choose where their 
team will train during the group stage of the tournament.

“We are honored to be featured in the FIFA World Cup Host Training Site brochure,” said Rowdies 
President Ryan Helfrick. “Having hosted numerous top-tier soccer clubs from around the world 
over the years, this recognition is another testament to the hard work of our grounds and operations 
staff, and the world-class quality of our training facility. Getting the chance to host a national team 
for the world’s most prestigious tournament would be a privilege and a tremendous opportunity to 
showcase our community on an international stage.”

The Rowdies 14,600-square-foot complex features two natural grass fields, one FIFA-approved 
artificial turf field, and offers privacy and convenience with proximity to Tampa International Airport. 
Since taking over and renovating the complex in 2022, the Rowdies have welcomed teams from 
Major League Soccer, the National Women’s Soccer League, the Premier League, and other top 
international clubs for preseason preparations and training ahead of major competitions. This past 
summer, the Rowdies proudly hosted SL Benfica throughout the Portuguese powerhouse’s run in 
the FIFA Club World Cup.

National Teams will submit their final selections for base camp locations following the Final Draw 
for FIFA World Cup 2026, which is set to take place on December 5 at the Kennedy Center in 
Washington, D.C. That draw will determine the geographic zones that National Teams will be placed 
in for the group stage, which will influence their final decisions for a base camp.  Final base camp 
selections are expected to be revealed to the public in early 2026.

Tampa Bay Rowdies



11.01.25 • HARRY POTTER RAVE
11.04.25 • MATT MALTESE

11.09.25 • EMO NITE
11.13.25 • CHIODOS

11.14.25 • TRAP KARAOKE
11.15.25 • MARC REBILLET

11.16.25 • GWAR
11.21.25 • HAYLA

11.21.25 • NETSKY
11.22.25 • MK

11.28.25 • SAMPLIFIRE

https://sunsettampa.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=75ad91a32adf153e6f8b6ea21&id=579ae24777&e=6c9ec58fec
https://sunsettampa.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=75ad91a32adf153e6f8b6ea21&id=1e6059f6ef&e=6c9ec58fec
https://sunsettampa.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=75ad91a32adf153e6f8b6ea21&id=65b1f3d187&e=6c9ec58fec
https://sunsettampa.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=75ad91a32adf153e6f8b6ea21&id=c8dc566704&e=6c9ec58fec
https://sunsettampa.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=75ad91a32adf153e6f8b6ea21&id=a646974e43&e=6c9ec58fec
https://sunsettampa.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=75ad91a32adf153e6f8b6ea21&id=4c3ad732c0&e=6c9ec58fec
https://sunsettampa.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=75ad91a32adf153e6f8b6ea21&id=97860b8a26&e=6c9ec58fec
https://sunsettampa.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=75ad91a32adf153e6f8b6ea21&id=e60664db8c&e=6c9ec58fec
https://sunsettampa.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=75ad91a32adf153e6f8b6ea21&id=01fc748dbc&e=6c9ec58fec
https://sunsettampa.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=75ad91a32adf153e6f8b6ea21&id=0a3a43d0a6&e=6c9ec58fec
https://sunsettampa.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=75ad91a32adf153e6f8b6ea21&id=d5eebaa282&e=6c9ec58fec


Open Mics Nights are Thursday evenings at 8 pm
1600 E 8th Ave C-112 Tampa    813-864-4000

www.tampa.funnybone.com

Oct 30 - Nov 2  Times Vary  Craig Robinson
Nov  5    7:00 pm   Gigi Leflair
Nov  6    Times Vary  OMGITSWIC & Friends
Nov  7 – 8   Times Vary  Don “DC” Curry
Nov  9    6:00 pm   Nacho Redondo Live *Spanish
Nov  12    Times Vary  Mario Adrion
Nov  13    7:00 pm   Carlos Sanchez *Spanish
Nov  14 – 15   Time Vary  Aida Rodriguez
Nov  16    6:30 pm   Alton Walker
Nov  19    7:00 pm   Anthony Fuentes
Nov  20    Times Vary  Yohay Sponder
Nov  21    Times Vary  Francisco Ramos
Nov  22 – 23   Times Vary  DC Young Fly
Nov  26    7:00 pm   Matt McClowry & Friends
Nov  28 – 30   Times Vary  Sommore
 
Dec  4    7:00 pm   Will Burkart 

Please see the venue for up-to-date times and comedians





With the Government shutdown, many questions are circulating about how it will 
affect you. If you get medical services from the Veterans’ Administration, you still have 
access to those services. Here is a breakdown of what is and isn’t affected by the 
shutdown.  If you are a VA employee, at the bottom are some helpful links on 
unemployment insurance, sample letters you can send to your creditors and 
mortgage lender, and information about the furlough itself. 

Not impacted by the shutdown:
• VA Medical Centers, Outpatient Clinics, and Vet Centers will be open as usual and 

providing all services.
• VA benefits will continue to be processed and delivered, including compensation, 

pension, education, and housing benefits.
• Burials will continue at VA national cemeteries. Applications for headstones, 

markers, and burial benefits processing will continue.
• The Board of Veterans’ Appeals will continue decisions on Veterans’ cases.

• Call Centers:
• VA’s primary call center (1-800-MyVA411) and the Veterans Crisis Line 

(Dial 988, Press 1) will remain open 24/7.
• The VA Benefit Hotline (1-800-827-1000) will be available Monday through 

Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. ET.
• The National Cemetery Scheduling Office (1-800-535-1117) (TTY:711)) will be 

available Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. ET, and Saturday, 
9:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. ET, to schedule burials.

• Suicide prevention programs, homelessness services, and caregiver support will 
continue.

tel:1-800-698-2411
tel:1-800-698-2411
tel:1-800-698-2411
tel:1-800-698-2411
tel:1-800-698-2411
tel:988
tel:18008271000
tel:18008271000
tel:18008271000
tel:18008271000
tel:18008271000
tel:18008271000
tel:18008271000
tel:1-800-535-1117
tel:1-800-535-1117
tel:1-800-535-1117
tel:1-800-535-1117
tel:1-800-535-1117
tel:1-800-535-1117
tel:1-800-535-1117


Impacted during the shutdown
• VA will cease providing transition program assistance and career counseling.
• Call Centers: VA’s GI Bill (1-888-GIBILL-1) hotline and Memorial Products Applicant Assistance (1-

800-697-6947) unit will be closed.
• VA benefits regional offices will be closed.
• Public Affairs and unfunded outreach to Veterans will cease, including social media, VetResources 

emails, and responses to press inquiries.
• No grounds maintenance or placement of permanent headstones at VA cemeteries.
• Applications for pre-need burial at VA cemeteries will not be processed.
• No printing of new Presidential Memorial Certificates.
• No outreach to state, county, tribal, municipal, faith-based, and community-based partners by VA 

Central Office.
Important information
Agency Operations in the Absence of Appropriations Plan
Frequently Asked Questions
Veteran Field Guide to Government Shutdown
(PDF, 1 page, 584KB, updated Oct. 2025)
OPM Shutdown FAQs
(PDF, 69 pages, 646KB, updated Sept. 2025)
Information for VA Employees
Office of Personnel Management’s (OPM) Shutdown Furlough Guidance
SF-8 Notice to Federal Employee About Unemployment Insurance
Sample Letters for Creditors and Mortgage Companies (PDF, 4 pages)
Unemployment Benefits Finder by State

To stay abreast of all information affecting you with the shutdown, go to: 
https://department.va.gov/contingency-planning/

https://department.va.gov/contingency-planning/human-capital-contingency-plan/
https://department.va.gov/contingency-planning/frequently-asked-questions/
https://department.va.gov/contingency-planning/wp-content/uploads/sites/15/2025/09/Veteran-Field-Guide-to-Government-Shutdown.pdf
https://www.opm.gov/policy-data-oversight/pay-leave/furlough-guidance/guidance-for-shutdown-furloughs.pdf
https://www.opm.gov/policy-data-oversight/pay-leave/furlough-guidance/#url=Shutdown-Furlough
https://www.gsa.gov/reference/forms/notice-to-federal-employee-about-unemployment-insurance
https://www.gsa.gov/reference/forms/notice-to-federal-employee-about-unemployment-insurance
https://www.gsa.gov/reference/forms/notice-to-federal-employee-about-unemployment-insurance
https://www.va.gov/opa/docs/remediation-required/hra/Sample-Letters-for-Creditors-Mortgage-Companies.pdf
https://www.careeronestop.org/LocalHelp/UnemploymentBenefits/find-unemployment-benefits.aspx
https://department.va.gov/contingency-planning/
https://department.va.gov/contingency-planning/
https://department.va.gov/contingency-planning/


727-435-0327   info@clearwatercomedyclub.com



Rays Open Pop-Up Team Store Across from Tropicana Field
The Tampa Bay Rays are giving fans a new reason to visit downtown St. 
Petersburg this fall — a brand-new Pop-Up Team Store at 1101 First Ave. S., 
directly across from Tropicana Field.

According to a press release from the Tampa Bay Rays, the retail space 
officially opens on Saturday, November 1, with a grand opening celebration 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Rays starting pitcher Ryan Pepiot is scheduled to 
make an appearance, greeting fans and signing autographs throughout the 
day.

The temporary shop offers a curated selection of official Rays merchandise, 
apparel, and collectibles for fans of all ages. Visitors can also enjoy a “sip 
and shop” experience, complete with complimentary coffee, lattes, and 
pastries from the in-store coffee bar.



From 11 a.m. to 3 p.m., the grand opening will transform the block into a 
mini-ballpark festival featuring a DJ, giveaways, the Rays Street Team, and 
free ballpark fare. The always-popular mascots Raymond and DJ Kitty are 
expected to make appearances, adding to the family-friendly fun.

“We very much look forward to being back at Tropicana Field for the 2026 
baseball season,” said Rays Chief Business Officer Bill Walsh in the team’s 
release. “There’s been great progress with repairs, and the pop-up store is a 
concrete first step to moving back into Tropicana Field.

This new retail space will also give us the opportunity to host special events 
and allow Rays fans the chance to come together and shop throughout the 
holiday season.”

Rays Season Members will receive a 20% discount on eligible merchandise. 
After opening weekend, store hours will be Monday through Friday from 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. and Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Shoppers can park for 
free in Lot 6 across First Ave. S. at Tropicana
Field.

For more information — including upcoming events and holiday closures —
visit RaysBaseball.com/TeamStore.







The 13th annual SAVOR St. Pete Food & Wine Festival returns Saturday, November 1, and Sunday, 
November 2, 2025, at its iconic location in Vinoy Waterfront Park (701 Bayshore Dr. NE, St. 
Petersburg, FL), along the picturesque Tampa Bay waterfront. The festival was recently named 
Best Food Festival in Tampa Bay by Creative Loafing’s Best of the Bay Awards, a recognition voted 
on by readers across the region.

“Being named Best Food Festival by Creative Loafing is a tremendous honor,” said Tammy Gail, 
Owner of SAVOR St. Pete. “It’s a testament to the incredible chefs, restaurants, partners, and 
guests who come together each year to celebrate the culinary richness of our community. We’re 
thrilled to continue bringing world-class flavors and unforgettable experiences to the St. Pete 
waterfront.”

This year’s festival brings together a dynamic mix of nationally recognized chefs and celebrated 
local talent. Food Network host Chef Brian Malarkey, founder of Chefs Life, will headline alongside 
Chef Carlos Anthony, executive chef of San Diego’s Herb & Wood and winner of Food Network’s 
CHOPPED. Tampa Bay’s own Chef Rosana Rivera, co-founder of Chef & The Baker, representing 
Royal Rice and winner of Beat Bobby Flay, Chef Chris Valdes, brand ambassador for Florida Dairy 
Farmers and finalist on Food Network Star Salvation, and award-winning Chef Johnathan 
Rodriguez, appearing on Food Network's Supermarket Stakeout, will return to the stage as 
celebrity chef for Filippo Berio Oils and Sauces.

Other national sponsors and local restaurants will be featured, including Pitmaster Dave Johnston 
of Kinder’s Premium Seasonings & Sauces, Chef Ethan Holmes, Executive Chef of Rao’s, Chef 
Marco Flores, executive chef of Olé and Marci Walker with Pilgrim’s. Local chefs include Jason 
Miller, Executive Chef of Melting Pot, Stephen Horvat, Executive Chef of Coconut Charlies, Lee 
Aquino, Culinary Director of Birch & Vine and Teak, Israel Hernandez, Chef of Doc Ford’s, David 
Asher, Chef of Taverna Costale, Jessica Darnell, Chef of Tryst, David Smith, Executive Chef of Blu 
Halo, Kristina Lavallee, famously known as The Cake Girl, and members of the Vinoy culinary team 
including, Executive Chef Joshua Carter and Executive Sous Chef Marco Grajeda, who will also be 
serving specialty bites from the resort.

PROVIDED BY: Press Desk

https://savortheburg.com/
https://www.einpresswire.com/sources/u627636


"We’re thrilled to be part of SAVOR St. Pete this year and to showcase the hard work and 
creativity our team puts into every dish at Elliott Aster," said Chef Lee Wolen, executive chef of 
Elliott Aster at The Vinoy Resort & Golf Club. "Festivals like this give guests a chance to 
experience a taste of what we do behind the scenes and connect with the people passionate 
about food and hospitality. I hope attendees leave inspired to visit the participating restaurants 
and continue supporting our incredible local culinary community."

SAVOR St. Pete has put sustainability at the forefront of its efforts. The festival has partnered 
with the City of St. Petersburg as gold-star stewards of the city’s sustainability initiatives and is 
working with the Sierra Club to conduct a comprehensive food waste audit at the event. By 
prioritizing compostable materials and other eco-friendly practices, SAVOR St. Pete is reducing 
its environmental impact and setting a standard for future events in the city.

“At Matter Compostables, our mission is to eliminate single-use plastic waste through 
compostable solutions that are better for people and the planet. Partnering with SAVOR St. 
Pete, a festival that shares our commitment to sustainability, feels like a natural fit. Together, 
we’re proving that environmental responsibility can elevate the experience and inspire 
conscious choices in a meaningful way,” Melanie LaMere, VP of Marketing and Sustainability for 
NatureStar Global.

SAVOR St. Pete is emphasizing its impact as one of the region’s premier culinary events. The 
festival has also been recognized as a 2025 Elite Event by Visit St. Pete/Clearwater and as a 
finalist in St. Pete Life’s Best Of Awards. This year’s festival is presented in partnership with 
Publix Super Markets, the City of St. Petersburg, Visit St. Pete Clearwater, and Sysco, whose 
support helps deliver this elevated culinary experience.







Beyond the Pirate Ship: 

How the Buccaneers 

Are Charting a New Course

The Tampa Bay Buccaneers are no strangers to turning the page. From the hapless 
days of the early years to the vaunted defensive titans of the 2002 Super Bowl, and 
most recently, the fleeting dynasty built by the arrival of a certain legendary 
quarterback, this franchise’s history is a rollercoaster of dramatic highs and lows.

Now, as they celebrate their 50th season, the Buccaneers are charting a course that 
is both respectful of their past and aggressively focused on the future. The era of a 
superstar safety net is over; the new mission is to prove that the core of this team—
its homegrown talent and renewed belief—is what truly defines the NFC South's 
reigning champion.

The foundation of Tampa Bay's current success rests on two figures: General 
Manager Jason Licht and quarterback Baker Mayfield.  Licht's offseason strategy 
was masterfully executed. Instead of chasing splashy, outside free agents, the focus 
was on retention. Locking up cornerstone players like a rejuvenated Mayfield and 
securing the continued presence of perennial 1,000-yard receiver Mike Evans 
ensured the offensive identity remained intact. This stability is the most potent 
weapon in a transitional NFC South.

Mayfield, who quieted critics with a career-reviving 2024 campaign, enters 2025 as 
the undisputed leader. His command of the offense, coupled with the system 
staying essentially the same under new play-caller Josh Grizzard, points to 
continued high-level production.



A significant first-round investment in Ohio State, wide receiver Emeka Egbuka, 

highlighted the 2025 NFL Draft. Egbuka is an immediate, dynamic threat who adds 

another dimension to an already potent air attack and profiles as a perfect 

successor or complement to Godwin.

Crucially, the running game has a new look. While veteran Racheed White 

remains a key pass-catching back, the emergence of second-year back Bucky 

Irving promises a more dynamic rushing attack. Irving, who posted over 1,100 

yards in his debut year, looks poised for an even more prominent role, creating the 

explosive balance the offense needs.

For Head Coach Todd Bowles, the defense must revert to the menacing standard 

set years ago. The biggest splash of the offseason was the signing of veteran 

edge rusher Haason Reddick. This proven sack artist immediately boosts the 

pass-rush unit alongside young star Yaya Diaby. This pairing is crucial for creating 

the pressure that Bowles’ scheme demands.

The defense remains anchored by the immovable object that is nose tackle Vita 

Vea and the ageless wonder, linebacker Lavonte David, who continues to lead 

the unit with intensity and intelligence. The back end of the defense also received 

heavy investment in the draft with two promising cornerbacks, signaling a 

commitment to generating more turnovers. The unit, which was average last 

season, is now retooled to be an elite, ball-hawking force.

As the Buccaneers raise the flags for their 

50th anniversary, the atmosphere at Raymond 

James Stadium promises to be electric. The 

team is not just celebrating two Super Bowl 

trophies; they are celebrating a resilient fan 

base that endured the creamsicle-and-loss 

years and emerged to celebrate two glorious 

championships.

The 2025 season is not about recapturing a 

past era, but about solidifying a future built on 

smart personnel moves, homegrown talent, 

and the grit that Tampa Bay football has 

always required. The Buccaneers are favored 

to win the NFC South again, and with a 

retooled defense and a stable, high-powered 

offense, the cannon on the pirate ship is ready 

to fire far into January. The new course is set, 

and it points directly toward contention.







Tampa Things to Do To Honor Our Veterans

Confirmed Parades and Races (Weekend of Nov 8th)

•Tampa Bay Veterans Parade

•Date: Saturday, November 8, 2025

•Time: The parade starts around 10:00 a.m. (Roads on the route, including 

Hanley Road, close earlier).

•Location: Town 'n Country area of Tampa (The parade typically starts near 

Hanley Road and Barry Avenue).

•Details: This is one of the largest Veterans Day parades in Florida, featuring 

over 60 units, marching bands, military vehicles, and a large turnout from the 

community to salute veterans.

•James A. Haley Veterans' Hospital Veterans Day Parade

•Date: Saturday, November 8, 2025

•Time: Ceremony begins at 9:00 a.m., parade starts at 9:30 a.m.

•Location: Hospital Campus along Richard Silver Way (13000 Bruce B. Downs 

Blvd., Tampa, FL 33612).

•Details: A heartfelt, smaller parade on the VA grounds honoring patients and 

staff.

•The Veterans Run

•Date: Saturday, November 8, 2025

•Events: 5K, 10K, Half Marathon, and 15.5-Mile Run options.

•Location: Ben T. Davis Park on the Courtney Campbell Causeway Trail.

•Details: A certified time race along the picturesque Tampa Bay trail, followed 

by post-race celebrations.

Nov 11, 2025



A significant part of the Tampa Bay Veterans Day experience is the hospitality 

shown by local businesses. While official 2025 announcements are still far out, 

historically, you can expect:

• Free Admission: The Florida Aquarium and Busch Gardens Tampa Bay 

have historically offered free or heavily discounted admission to veterans and 

active military members (sometimes for a limited window of time).

• Dining: Numerous local and national restaurant chains offer free meals or 

special discounts for veterans on November 11th.

• Cruises: Yacht Starship has offered free dinner or brunch cruises for veterans 

and active military on the holiday weekend.

Recommendation: For the most current details on times and locations, especially 

for deals, check the official websites for the City of Tampa, Hillsborough County 

Veterans Affairs, and major Tampa Bay attractions in late October/early November 

2025.

Hillsborough County Veterans Memorial Park

• Location: 3602 U.S. Hwy 301 N, Tampa, FL 33619

• Activity: The park and its museums are always open (free admission). The 

county typically hosts its official Veterans Day observance ceremony on 

November 11th, complete with speakers, a rifle salute, and JROTC participation. 

Look for a formal ceremony around 11:00 a.m. on the day.

Veterans Expo / Job Fairs

• Activity: Look for "Paychecks 4 Patriots" or similar job/resource fairs for 

veterans hosted by organizations like CareerSource Tampa Bay. These often 

occur in the week leading up to the holiday. The Veterans Expo - Tampa is 

scheduled as a virtual event on Friday, November 14, 2025.



Current Events at the Arena:

November  7   Lainey Wilson

November  10   Bryan Adams

November  13/14  Nate Bargatze

November  15   Kaytranada x Justice

November  28   Battle In The Bay FSU vs Texas A&M

November  29   Christian Nodal

November  30   Playboi Carti

December  7   Stevie Nicks

December  12  Brandy & Monica



Box Office: (813) 627-7718
Venue General Info: (800) 745-3000

tel:8136277718
tel:8136277718
tel:8136277718
tel:8007453000
tel:8007453000
tel:8007453000


Oct  30 – Nov 1   Aaron Weber
Nov  1 – 2    Doug Stanhope
Nov  5     Dante Ruscioelli
Nov  6 – 9    Big Jake Oakeson
Nov  8     Cody Smith
Nov  9     Santi Espinosa

Nov  13     Luke Severeid
Nov  14 – 16    Andrew Dice Clay
Nov  14     Hypnotist Rich Guzzi
Nov  15     Susan Rice
Nov  18     Stef Dag

Nov  20 – 22    Duncan Trussell
Nov  22     Rahn Hortman
      HELP DEAF KIDS TALK FUNDRAISER
Nov  23     Zane Lamprey
Nov  23     COMICS NIGHT OUT
Nov  26     Mike Vecchioe
Nov  28 – 30    Kam Patterson
  
 

https://sidesplitterscomedy.com/locations/tampa/


Troupe Vertigo
Sat, Nov 1, 2 pm, Mahaffey Theater
Sat, Nov 1, 8 pm, Mahaffey Theater

Beethoven & Bernstein  
Fri, Nov 7, 8 pm, Straz Center, Morsani
Sat, Nov 8, 8 pm, Mahaffey Theater

Morning Matinees Presented by The Helen Torres Foundation
A Little Night Music
Wed, Nov 12, 11 am, Ruth Eckerd Hall
Thur, Nov 13, 11 am, Mahaffey Theater

Disco Inferno
Sat, Nov 15, 2 pm, Mahaffey Theater Matinee
Sat, Nov 15, 8 pm, Mahaffey Theater

Mozart & Handel

Sat, Nov 22, 8 pm, Centro Asturiano
Sun, Nov 23, 2 pm, Mahaffey Theater Matinee

Messiah

Fri, Dec 5, 8 pm, Straz Center
Sat, Dec 6, 8 pm, Mahaffey Theater

https://floridaorchestra.org/event/
https://floridaorchestra.org/event/2526-pops2-troupe-vertigo/
https://floridaorchestra.org/event/2526-mw3-beethoven-bernstein/
https://floridaorchestra.org/event/2526-pops3-disco-inferno/
https://floridaorchestra.org/event/2526-mw4-mozart-handel/
https://floridaorchestra.org/event/2526-spc4-messiah/
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For Info:  1010 N Macinnes Pl, Tampa, FL 33602 
(813) 229-7827

A CHRISTMAS STORY
NOV 28-30, 2025

KIMBERLY AKIMBO
NOV 18-23, 2025

WATER FOR ELEPHANTS
OCT 28 - NOV 2, 2025

https://www.strazcenter.org/
https://www.google.com/search?q=the+straz&rlz=1C1MFPQ_enUS1068US1068&oq=the+stra&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqDggAEEUYJxg7GIAEGIoFMg4IABBFGCcYOxiABBiKBTINCAEQLhjUAhixAxiABDINCAIQLhiDARixAxiABDIGCAMQRRhAMgYIBBBFGDwyBggFEEUYPDIGCAYQRRg8MgYIBxBFGEDSAQgyODcwajBqNKgCALACAQ&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
https://www.google.com/search?q=the+straz&rlz=1C1MFPQ_enUS1068US1068&oq=the+stra&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqDggAEEUYJxg7GIAEGIoFMg4IABBFGCcYOxiABBiKBTINCAEQLhjUAhixAxiABDINCAIQLhiDARixAxiABDIGCAMQRRhAMgYIBBBFGDwyBggFEEUYPDIGCAYQRRg8MgYIBxBFGEDSAQgyODcwajBqNKgCALACAQ&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
https://www.google.com/search?q=the+straz&rlz=1C1MFPQ_enUS1068US1068&oq=the+stra&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqDggAEEUYJxg7GIAEGIoFMg4IABBFGCcYOxiABBiKBTINCAEQLhjUAhixAxiABDINCAIQLhiDARixAxiABDIGCAMQRRhAMgYIBBBFGDwyBggFEEUYPDIGCAYQRRg8MgYIBxBFGEDSAQgyODcwajBqNKgCALACAQ&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
https://www.strazcenter.org/events/2526-season/broadway/encore/a-christmas-story-the-musical/
https://www.strazcenter.org/events/2526-season/broadway/kimberly-akimbo/
https://www.strazcenter.org/events/2526-season/broadway/water-for-elephants/


Tuesdays 7 pm,  All things South Shore!!
Join Teo and Howard and the special 

guests from the area!!

South Shore Sports and Entertainment Magazine - Apollobeachpublishing.com - 
Sept 2024



November  1  8:00  pm   Boyce Avenue

November  2  7:00  pm   John 5 & Richie Kotzen

November  5  8:00  pm   Live Dead & Brothers

November  7  7:00  pm   The Big Lebowski (Fall Movie Series)

November  8  8:00  pm   The Wallflowers

November  9  8:00  pm   Thomas Dolby

November  14  8:00  pm   Evil Dead in Concert

November  15  8:00  pm   Del McCoury Band

November  21  8:00  pm   The Life & Music of George Michael

November  22  8:00  pm   Stop Making Sense: Live Event

November  29  7:00  pm   Blazing Saddles (Fall Movies Series)



A logo for a live show
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November 2025

200 1st Ave N STE 206,  St. Petersburg
https://jannuslive.com/

727-565-0550

https://www.jannuslive.com/
https://jannuslive.com/


MIDFLORIDA Credit Union Amphitheatre

4802 US-301, Tampa, FL 33610  Phone: (813) 740-2446

For more info or to advertise: 

apollobeachpublishing@gmail.com
www.tbsportsmag.com

Subscribe.apollobeachpublishing@gmail.com

https://www.google.com/search?gs_ssp=eJwFwcENgCAMAMD41Cl46FsEidQR3KK0EJuIGoLR8b3r2jGPmqjOr27WQX_ek6FkbbDLZGaGVX_OAyAGIGc8BMdbn4XTcRVhVFQiS1XPKdepMN-71D1iLfEHenwcPQ&q=midflorida+credit+union+amphitheatre&rlz=1C1MFPQ_enUS1068US1068&oq=midfl&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqEAgCEC4YrwEYxwEYgAQYjgUyBggAEEUYOTITCAEQLhiDARjHARixAxjRAxiABDIQCAIQLhivARjHARiABBiOBTIGCAMQIxgnMgcIBBAAGIAEMgcIBRAAGIAEMhMIBhAuGK8BGMcBGJECGIAEGIoFMgYIBxAFGEDSAQg5MjQwajBqNKgCALACAQ&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
https://www.google.com/search?gs_ssp=eJwFwcENgCAMAMD41Cl46FsEidQR3KK0EJuIGoLR8b3r2jGPmqjOr27WQX_ek6FkbbDLZGaGVX_OAyAGIGc8BMdbn4XTcRVhVFQiS1XPKdepMN-71D1iLfEHenwcPQ&q=midflorida+credit+union+amphitheatre&rlz=1C1MFPQ_enUS1068US1068&oq=midfl&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqEAgCEC4YrwEYxwEYgAQYjgUyBggAEEUYOTITCAEQLhiDARjHARixAxjRAxiABDIQCAIQLhivARjHARiABBiOBTIGCAMQIxgnMgcIBBAAGIAEMgcIBRAAGIAEMhMIBhAuGK8BGMcBGJECGIAEGIoFMgYIBxAFGEDSAQg5MjQwajBqNKgCALACAQ&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
https://www.google.com/search?gs_ssp=eJwFwcENgCAMAMD41Cl46FsEidQR3KK0EJuIGoLR8b3r2jGPmqjOr27WQX_ek6FkbbDLZGaGVX_OAyAGIGc8BMdbn4XTcRVhVFQiS1XPKdepMN-71D1iLfEHenwcPQ&q=midflorida+credit+union+amphitheatre&rlz=1C1MFPQ_enUS1068US1068&oq=midfl&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqEAgCEC4YrwEYxwEYgAQYjgUyBggAEEUYOTITCAEQLhiDARjHARixAxjRAxiABDIQCAIQLhivARjHARiABBiOBTIGCAMQIxgnMgcIBBAAGIAEMgcIBRAAGIAEMhMIBhAuGK8BGMcBGJECGIAEGIoFMgYIBxAFGEDSAQg5MjQwajBqNKgCALACAQ&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
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