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January Holidays
Dry January!   National Fruitcake Month

Jan  01  New Years Day

Jan  04  World Braille Day

Jan  08  Day of Morning for President Jimmy Carter

Jan  11  Human Trafficking Awareness Day

Jan  16  National Nothing Day

Jan  20  Martin Luther King Jr. Day

Jan  20  National DJ Day

Jan  24  International Day of Education

Jan  25  National Irish Coffee Day

Jan  27  International Holocaust Remembrance Day 

Jan  29  Lunar New Year

Jan  31  National Hot Chocolate Day





Nestled on the banks of the Rhine River, Mainz, Germany, seamlessly blends rich history, vibrant 
culture, and modern-day charm. While it may not be as famous as nearby Frankfurt, Mainz offers 
a unique and authentic experience for travelers exploring the heart of Germany's Rhineland-
Palatinate region. From its Roman roots to its status as the birthplace of the printing press, 
Mainz is a city full of stories waiting to be discovered.

Mainz boasts a history of over 2,000 years, making it one of Germany’s oldest cities. Originally 
founded by the Romans as "Mogontiacum," Mainz played a significant role in the Roman Empire, 
serving as a substantial military base and cultural hub. Today, remnants of its ancient past can 
still be seen throughout the city, from the impressive remains of Roman baths to the city's 
archaeological museum, which offers fascinating insights into its early days.

Perhaps the most famous historical figure associated with Mainz is Johannes Gutenberg, the 
printing press inventor. Mainz was his birthplace, and the city proudly celebrates his 
groundbreaking achievement. A visit to the Gutenberg Museum is a must for anyone interested 
in the history of printing, as it showcases one of the original Gutenberg Bibles and provides a 
deep dive into the world-changing impact of the printing press on literature, communication, 
and society.

Mainz's Old Town is a delightful maze of narrow streets, medieval buildings, and picturesque 
squares. Wander through the cobblestone lanes and explore historic landmarks like the Mainz 
Cathedral (Mainzer Dom), a stunning example of Romanesque architecture that has stood at 
the city's heart since the 10th century. The cathedral’s imposing towers and intricate stonework 
make it a true architectural gem.

Discovering Mainz: 
A Hidden Gem in Germany



Nearby, the St. Stephan’s Church is home to a hidden 
treasure: stained-glass windows designed by the 
renowned artist Marc Chagall. These vivid and abstract 
depictions of biblical stories have made the church a 
favorite among art lovers and those seeking a more 
contemplative experience in Mainz.

For a more leisurely experience, head to the Marktplatz 
(Market Square), where locals gather to shop for fresh 
produce, flowers, and crafts. Here, you can sip a coffee 
at a charming café while taking in the lively atmosphere 
of this bustling public space.

Mainz celebrates its culture through music, theater, and festivals. The Mainz Carnival (Fastnacht), 
held annually in February or March, is one of Germany's biggest and most colorful celebrations. The 
streets come alive with parades, costumes, music, and dancing, drawing thousands of visitors to 
witness the city's unique take on the traditional carnival.

Throughout the year, Mainz also hosts numerous cultural events, including the Mainz Summer of 
Music, which features concerts in various genres, from classical to jazz. The city is home to several 
museums, galleries, and theaters, where you can dive deeper into the local culture and experience 
contemporary German art, theater, and music.

The Rhine River is vital to Mainz’s identity, offering stunning views and opportunities for river 
cruises. You can embark on a scenic boat trip along the river, where you will enjoy breathtaking 
views of the city’s skyline, vineyards, and picturesque castles lining the riverbanks. A walk along the 
Rheinpromenade, a riverside promenade, provides a peaceful escape where visitors can relax and 
enjoy the beauty of the water, especially during sunset.



In addition to the river, the surrounding vineyards and rolling hills make for great hiking and cycling 
routes. Mainz is located within the wine-producing region of Rheinhessen, so wine lovers should 
take advantage of the local wineries and vineyards. A wine-tasting tour through the surrounding 
countryside offers a chance to sample some of Germany's finest wines while enjoying panoramic 
views of the Rhine Valley.

Mainz’s culinary scene is as rich and diverse as its history. The city’s restaurants and cafés serve up 
various local dishes, many of which feature ingredients from the surrounding Rhineland-Palatinate 
region. Traditional German fare like Sauerbraten (pot roast), Wurst (sausage), and Kaffekuchen 
(coffee cake) are staples in Mainz's eateries.

For a truly local experience, try the Spundekäs, a creamy cheese dip often served with bread or 
pretzels, and wash it down with a glass of Rhein Riesling or a locally brewed beer. Mainz’s location 
along the Rhine also means that the region's wine culture is an integral part of its food scene, and 
local wine festivals offer a chance to sample some of the finest wines Germany has to offer.

Mainz may not always make it to the top of typical European tourist itineraries, but those who take 
the time to visit will be richly rewarded. From its Roman history and cultural landmarks to its lively 
festivals and scenic river views, Mainz is a city that captures the essence of German charm. 
Whether you’re a history buff, a foodie, or enjoy a peaceful riverside stroll, Mainz offers something 
for everyone. Its welcoming atmosphere, picturesque surroundings, and rich history make it a 
perfect destination for those looking to experience a more authentic side of Germany.

Next time you find yourself in the Rhineland-Palatinate region, carve out time to explore Mainz — a 
hidden gem waiting to be discovered.
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Experience Entertainment at the Florida State 
Amphitheater in Tampa

Nestled in the vibrant heart of Tampa, Florida, the Florida State Amphitheater is a 
premier destination for live entertainment. This open-air venue combines state-of-
the-art facilities with a picturesque setting, making it a favorite spot for locals and 
visitors to experience an unforgettable performance under the stars.

The Florida State Amphitheater is renowned for hosting a diverse array of 
entertainment. From chart-topping musical acts to world-class comedians, cultural 
festivals, and family-friendly events, the lineup offers something for everyone. Past 
performances have featured legendary artists like Elton John, Luke Bryan, and Alicia 
Keys, as well as spectacular theatrical productions and community celebrations. 
The venue’s flexibility ensures a dynamic schedule that appeals to various tastes 
and ages.

The Florida State Amphitheater offers a variety of seating options to suit different 
preferences and budgets. Choose from reserved seating close to the stage for an 
immersive experience, spacious lawn seating for a relaxed vibe, or VIP areas for an 
elevated touch of luxury. The venue’s thoughtful design ensures excellent sightlines 
and acoustics from every seat.

Crazy Horse

Trish Stoecker



Purchasing tickets for events at the amphitheater is straightforward. Tickets are 
available online through the venue’s official website and popular ticketing platforms 
like Ticketmaster. Guests can also visit the on-site box office for in-person 
purchases or inquire about availability on the event day. It’s recommended to book 
early, especially for high-demand shows, to secure the best seats.

No evening out is complete without delicious refreshments, and the Florida State 
Amphitheater does not disappoint. Guests can choose from various food vendors 
offering classic favorites like burgers, pizza, nachos, healthier options, and local 
specialties. The full-service bar serves beer, wine, cocktails, and non-alcoholic 
beverages, ensuring everyone stays refreshed and satisfied.

Conveniently located at the Florida State Fairgrounds, the amphitheater is easily 
accessible by car, with major highways like I-4 and I-75 nearby. Ample on-site 
parking is available for a fee, and VIP parking options can be reserved for a more 
streamlined experience. Ride-sharing services and public transit also provide 
hassle-free alternatives for getting to the venue.

Whether you’re a music enthusiast, a comedy fan, or simply looking for a 
memorable night out, the Florida State Amphitheater in Tampa delivers an 
exceptional experience. Mark your calendar, grab your tickets, and get ready to enjoy 
top-tier entertainment in one of Florida’s most beloved venues!



01.10.25 • LAYZ

01.11.25 • CLUB 90s PRESENTS 2000s NIGHT

01.18.25 • BINGO LOCO • SOLD OUT!

01.24.25 • AUDIEN

01.31.25 • MAX STYLER

02.01.25 • R&B ONLY LIVE

02.07.25 • CHAMPAGNE DRIP

02.13.25 • LEVITY (NIGHT 1)

02.14.25 • LEVITY (NIGHT 2) • SOLD OUT!

02.22.25 • MXMTOON

02.28.25 • INFEKT

03.01.25 • BBNO$ • SOLD OUT!
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Do you have a great local coffee place, not a chain?
This issue we are looking at South Shore

Armetta's Gelato & Caffè 6146 N U.S. Hwy 41, Apollo Beach

Chill Cawfee Riverview  10526 Lake St Charles Blvd, Riverview

Cali Café     10010 US-301, Riverview

The Healthy Spot FL  118 Flamingo Dr Unit E, Apollo Beach

Moon Mountain   210 S Kings Ave # J, Brandon

The Daily Spot    13206 Boyette Rd, Riverview

Just Love Coffee Café  2020 W Brandon Blvd Suite 105, Brandon

Banh Mi Factory   7130 Big Bend Rd Suite 106, Gibsonton



Vet’s Corner January 2025
Welcome to 2025! Vets received a 2.5% pay increase at the beginning of the year for retirement 
annuities and VA Disability. While not as much as in the last few years, at least it’s something.  
With the beginning of a new year, there are always changes to benefits,
and 2025 is no exception. Tricare is rolling out four, including:

New regional contracts in the U.S.

Do you live in the U.S.? If so, the biggest change coming to TRICARE in 2025 is the start of
healthcare delivery under TRICARE’s new regional contracts.  Unless you have the US Family 
Health Plan or TRICARE For Life, these changes will affect you.

Expanded Childbirth and Breastfeeding Support Demonstration

Are you expecting a baby in 2025? You should know there are also some changes coming to the
TRICARE Childbirth and Breastfeeding Support Demonstration on Jan. 1. This demonstration
provides childbirth and breastfeeding support services to those who have TRICARE 
Prime, TRICARE Prime Remote, or TRICARE Select, as described in the TRICARE Maternity Care
Brochure. In 2025, the CBSD will expand overseas. There are also some new certifications and
participation requirements for labor doulas in the U.S.

New Dental Contract

In March 2025, a new TRICARE Dental Program contract will begin. While United Concordia will 
remain the TRICARE dental contractor, the premium rates will change.  In the coming weeks, keep 
an eye out for another TRICARE Newsroom article that explains more about the new dental 
contract. It’ll include the updated rates that will take effect in March 2025.



To contact Trish with ideas or submissions:
Trish.apollobeachpublishing@gmail.com

Updates to Drive Time Waiver Policy
Do you have a TRICARE Prime plan? In 2025, if you move more than a 30-minute 
drive (but less than 100 miles) away from your military hospital or clinic, you can 
seamlessly stay empaneled with your current primary care manager.

For more information, go to:
https://newsroom.tricare.mil/News/TRICARE-News/Article/4015783/preview-
four-changes-coming-to-tricare-in-2025

Are you a Vet who also has Medicare? Want to know what IRMAA is
and how it will affect your Medicare Premium? If you are a high earner,
it is a surcharge added to Medicare Parts B and D premiums.
Uniformed Service Members typically do not have Part D premiums, as
they are eligible for TRICARE pharmacy benefits. Check out this article
from MOAA that has been updated for 2025. It also has a link to the
2025 Medicare Part B rates.

https://www.moaa.org/content/publications-and-media/news-articles/2023-
news-articles/finance/what-is-irmaa,-and-what-does-it-mean-for-my-medicare-
premium/?utm_source=newsletter&amp;utm_medium=email&amp;utm_campai
gn=TMNsend&amp;utm_content=i+gr8wAmWX4AMHJh1eJHNA==+MD+TFH
SRM+2+ERet+F+NC

267-980-6427

https://newsroom.tricare.mil/News/TRICARE-News/Article/4015783/preview-four-changes-coming-to-tricare-in-2025
https://newsroom.tricare.mil/News/TRICARE-News/Article/4015783/preview-four-changes-coming-to-tricare-in-2025


Jan  08  Rock Comedy Tour       7  pm
Jan  09  Mark Viera         7  pm
Jan  10  Jay Pharoah        7  & 9:30 pm
Jan  11  Jay Pharoah        6:30 & 9 pm
Jan  12  Trish Suhr         6:30 pm
Jan  17  Steven Ho        7 & 9:30 pm
Jan 18  Steven Ho        6:30 & 9 pm
Jan 23  Viva La Comedia        7  pm
Jan  24  DL Hughley        7 & 9:30 pm
Jan  25  Jeff Allen          4 pm
Jan  25  DL Hughley        6:30 & 9 pm
Jan  26  Queer Qomedy        4  pm
Jan  29  Cindy Kaza         7  pm
Jan  31  Gary Owen         7  pm



Raymond James
Stadium





Mike Evans, the star wide receiver for the Tampa Bay Buccaneers, has again etched his name into 

the NFL history books. The veteran receiver has accomplished a rare and impressive feat: his 11th 

consecutive 1,000-yard season. This achievement solidifies Evans' status as one of the league’s most 

consistent and durable wideouts and underscores his exceptional ability to perform at a high-level 

year after year.

In the modern NFL, consistency is key to establishing a long-lasting career, and Mike Evans has 

done just that since his rookie season in 2014. With his 1,000-yard performance in the 2024 season, 

Evans became the first wide receiver in NFL history to post 1,000 receiving yards in his first eleven 

seasons. This feat is unmatched by any other player in the league’s history as Evans continues to 

build on his already illustrious career.

To put this achievement into perspective, only a handful of wide receivers have reached ten 

consecutive 1,000-yard seasons, but Evans has now set the bar even higher. His ability to stay 

healthy, dominate opposing defenses, and remain a key contributor to the Buccaneers' offense 

speaks to his talent and work ethic.

Evans reached this historic milestone despite facing challenges such as roster turnover, quarterback 

changes, and injuries. Over the years, he has demonstrated adaptability, developing strong chemistry 

with different quarterbacks, including Jameis Winston, Tom Brady, and finally Baker Mayfield.

As of the 2024 season, Evans has racked up well over 11,000 career receiving yards, placing him 

among the NFL’s all-time greats. He consistently ranks in the top tier of wide receivers in terms of 

receiving yards, receptions, and touchdowns. His blend of size, speed, and athleticism makes him a 

matchup nightmare for opposing defenses, and his ability to produce big plays, whether deep 

downfield or in the red zone, is unparalleled.

Mike Evans 

Achieves 11th 

Consecutive 1,000 

Yard Season



What truly sets Evans apart is the accumulation of yards and the fact that he has done it with sustained 

excellence over an extended period. In an era where injuries, fluctuating performance, and changing 

team dynamics can derail a player's career, Evans' ability to maintain elite production year in and year 

out speaks volumes about his preparation, mindset, and ability to execute under pressure.

Each season, Evans finds a way to adapt and continue his dominance, regardless of the challenges. 

Whether adjusting to a new offensive scheme or stepping up as the leader of a young receiving corps, 

Evans' ability to consistently produce speaks to his professionalism and passion for the game.

As Mike Evans enters the latter stages of his career, his legacy is already secure. With numerous 

accolades to his name, including multiple Pro Bowl selections and All-Pro honors, Evans has solidified 

his place among the NFL's elite wide receivers. His streak of 1,000-yard seasons is one of the most 

impressive accomplishments in recent NFL history and sets a standard for future generations of wide 

receivers.

Evans’ longevity in the league is a testament to his commitment to the game and his ability to evolve 

with it. He has been the Buccaneers’ primary weapon for nearly a decade, and even with changes in 

personnel and systems, Evans remains a constant force on the field. His leadership in the locker room 

and his ability to mentor younger receivers make him an invaluable asset to the Buccaneers.

Mike Evans' 11th consecutive 1,000-yard season might not be his final one. As he continued to play at 

an elevated level, Evans could extend his streak further, setting even more records along the way. With 

the Buccaneers rebuilding and looking to the future, Evans’ experience and continued production will be 

crucial as the team looks to remain competitive in the NFC.  His remarkable feat places him in rarefied 

air among NFL wide receivers and cements his legacy as one of the league's most consistent and 

dominant players.

Mike Evans’ 11th consecutive 1,000-yard season is an achievement that will be remembered for years. 

In an era where the NFL is stocked with dynamic, talented wide receivers, Evans' ability to consistently 

reach such a high level of performance for over a decade is a testament to his dedication, work ethic, 

and sheer talent. As he continues to play, Evans’ record-breaking streak and impressive career will 

inspire future generations of football players striving for excellence in the NFL.
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Tampa Bay Sun FC will play in the newly renovated riverfront 
stadium in downtown Tampa. The historic first game starts Sunday, 

August 18th, at 6:30 p.m., against Dallas Trinity FC.

https://www.tampabaysunfc.com/tickets-3/
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Jan 10th

Jan 4th 

https://www.amaliearena.com/events




https://sidesplitterscomedy.com/locations/tampa/


https://floridaorchestra.org/event/
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Tuesdays 7 pm,  All things South Shore!!
Join Teo and Howard and the special 

guests from the area!!

South Shore Sports and Entertainment Magazine - Apollobeachpublishing.com - 
Sept 2024
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Jan  3rd  O’Brien’s Brandon      9 pm

Jan  4th  Rock n Barrel       8:30 pm

Jan 10th  Daiquiri Shak       9 pm

Jan 11th   OCC Roadhouse and Museum   8 pm

Jan  17th  Woodie’s River Roo     8 pm

Jan  18th  Hard Rock Casino      9:30 pm

Jan  31st  Whiskey Wings Tarpon     8 pm

Feb  1st  Whiskey Wings Largo     8 pm
   

https://www.stormbringerband.com/
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For more info: 
ads@apollobeachpublishing.com
Subscribe.apollobeachpublishing.com
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